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to the growers. If I did that, I should not
be worthy of my place in Parliament. It
would be an unparalleled thin:g to do. Some
of the growers passed a motion askirw for
this legislation.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The
Mtinister is using arguments that could well
hare been used in opposition to the Bill.
People cannot be forced to buy at the prices
that are Axed. There will be no market out-
side the State to equal the market inside.
The M3%inister will be all-powerful under this
Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
surprised at the way the measure has been
received by those who are supposed to repre-
sent the primary producers. This is the
only clause in the Bill that protects the con-
sumer. Many of the representatives of the
growers.who have asked for the Bill are op-
posing it at every stage. If they do not
want it they will not get it. The Minister
has done his best to suit the primary pro-
ducers and give them a fair marketing pro-
position. He said the Governmenf were wil-
liug to agree to anything in reason, but if
they want to be unreasonable it is the duty
of the Government to see that the consumer
is protected, hence the embodying of this
clause in the Bill. If the growers do not
want the Bill let them say so.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: I wvill say so.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: While
prices. are fair there will he no necessity to
interfere.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You form a
ring and knock it over.

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS : This
clause must remain in the Bill.

Mr. DAVY: The Minister can most cer-
tainly rely on my vote* for the retention of
this proviso. Personally 1 amn of opinion
that the proviso does not go nearly far
enough.

The Premier: That is the fear I have.

Mr. DAVY: It is the crux of the whole
thing. My whole objection to the Bill is that
under it we are creatine an absolute
monopoly with statutory powers-power,
for instance, to break contracts9-while the
only lprotection we hare is the Minister-
The present 'Minister may he able to
perform the function, hut some future
Minister may not. If I had my way, I
would insert after "Minister" such words
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as --anv member of Parliament or any
member of the public." The Minister
might not be able to control the price fixed
by the board quickly enough or effectively
enough.

Clause put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.4 p.m.

lcjit-Mative Reocmblv.
Wednesday, 30th September, 19,25.
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The Speaker took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.
and read prayers.

PRIVILEGE-PRIMARY PRODUCTS
MARKETING BILL.

Newspaper Report Challenged.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[4.33] : 1'nder privilege I desire to venti-
late a matter Of State interest; and I pro-
pose to Conclude with a mnotion. In this
miorni.I'8 issule or the "'WVest Australian"
newspaper, in a report of the Committee stage
of the Primary Products M3arketing Bill, I
am erceditedl with having moved an: amend-
nient to the definition of "grower" as fol-
lows :

That a fruitgrower means a person by whom
a product is grown, produced, or prepared
from an area of not less than fiye acres.
The newspaper states that the Minister for
.4gricultqru accepted the amendment. No
siuel amendmnent was moved, and therefore
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it was impossible for the Minister to accept
it. What I aid move was to add after
"igrower" in the definition clause and within
the quote mnarks t-he words "of products other
than fresh fruit." It was this amendment
that the MLiniister and the Assemnbly ac-
cepted. The Minister also accepted a further
arindment, moved by the member for Swan

(M.Sampson), to add to the definition of
"g rower," as amended by me, the words "for
nmarket." The full definition, as amended,
reads-

"Grower of products other than fresh fruit''
means the person by whom the product is
grown, produced or p~repared for market.

In order to complete the definition I moved
a further amendment setting out what con-
stitutes a fresh fruit grower. This was cor-
rectly reported by the newspaper, and reads
us follows-

''A fresh fruitgrower'' means a person by
whom fresh fruit is grown or produced for mar-
ket from an area. of not less than two acres.

This amendment was accepted by theMinister
and by thie Assemb~ly. As reported its the
newspaper, my action and The decision of the
Assembly are a misrepresentation and, conse-
quently, difficult to reconcile. As the whole
of the producers of the State are more or less
interested in the measure it is essential that
they should he correctly informed of what
h~as been done. Therefore, I move-

That the ''West Australian'' newspaper be
requested to, correct its report on the matters
now ventilated.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(H1on. If. F. Troy-M.1t. Magnet) [4.35]: 1
only wvant to say tlint the "West Australian"
rang me up to-day and made inquiries as to
the correctness of their report, apparently
with a view to putting it right if it were
wrong. I gave them the facts.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.36]: In the
light of the informnation supplied to us by
the Minister for Agriculture, the member for
fluildford mayv feel inclined to withdraw his
motion. Evidently it is the intention of the
newspaper to correct the error, and since that
intention has nircady' been expressed, there is
pot much need for the motion.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Nor is there any
reawon why we should not have it.

Mr. SAMUPSON: We are all prone to err.

Question put and passed.

QUESTION-DAGLISH, SUBURBAN
BLOCKS,

Mr. GEORGE (for Mr. Richardson)
asked the Minister for Lands: 1, Is he
aware that handkerchief blocks of a eighth
of an acre are being uttered at tbe rate df
L600 per acre at the sale of blocks at
DaglishL? 2, Is he aware that it is genera~y
believed this is not calculated to improve the
standard of living for those desirous of
buying a bomne for themselves?

The M]NISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, ZNo. The areas vary from 21.3 perches
to 35.8 perches per block, and averages 25.4
perches. The upset prices vary fromi £50 to
£C100 each, and the aiverage upset price is at
the rate of £412 per acre. 2, No. The Sur-
veyor General considered the question very
fully, and was supported in the decision
arrived at by the President of the Town
Planning Association and the Ma~vor and
Town Clerk of Subiaco.

QUESTION-SEAMEN'S, DISPUTE.

Mr. GEORGE (for Mr. Richardson)
asked the Minister for Police: Will he oh-
tain fron the Police Department a report re
the statement in yesterday's "West Aus-
tralian" to the effect that the secretary of
the Seamen's Union lead a crowd of men on
board a ship and by intimidation caused the
crew to Icame the ship?

The PREMIER (for Oic M1inister for
Police) replied: The matter has already
been reported.

QUESTION-FEDERAL ROAD GRANT.
Mr. ANGELO asked the Minister for

Works: 1, Do the following conditions still
apply in the allocation of money (taken
from the Commonwealth grant) for expen-
diture on roads, etc.: (a) that no Common-
wealth money can be expended on roads con-
necting railway towns; (b) none of the
grant can be expended within a munici-
pality; (c) the stated object of the grant
is the aiding of settlement where no railway
exists and to construct feeder roads to rail-
ways to facilitate the transport of produce
to the railways, etc.? 2, Is he aware that
the Pastoralists' Association of W.A. waited
on the Federal Minister for Works (Mr.
W, C. Hill) on the 24th February, 1925,
with a request that the Commonwealth Gay-
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erment, should make a special grant to be
expended in the North-West areas, without
the State Government having to find the
usual £ for £1 3, Is he also aware that the
Fedferal Minister (Mr. WV. C. Hill) in reply
stated: "W~hile for many years to come
neither the State nor Federal Governments
could give the North-West decent metalled
roads, he was prepared to see that the North-
West had a reasonable amount allocated to
make its roads passable through sand hills
and over river crossings, and even assist in
connection with bridges. He would try to
secure an amendment of the Act that would
allow a differential treatment as between
States, and also as between different por-
tions of one State. If a special grant were
made to the Northern portion of Western
Australia, every other State would ask for
special prants. He would endeavour to give
the North-West a decent amount of the pre-
sent grant"? 4, Is he also aware that this
request was further drawn attention to in
the evidence submitted by the Pastoralists'
Association before the Royal Commission on
Western Australian Disabilities under Fed-
eration? 5, In view of the fact thit the
Commonwealth Government have now made,
inl addition to increasing the ordinary
prant, a further free grant of £250,000
(L48,000 of which is coming to Western
Australia), which apparently is the result of
the deputation referred to in question No. 2,
will the Minister see that the North-West
requirements in the repair and construction
of roads and river crossings leading to ports
and railway stations are not overlooked
when the schedule is being prepared?9

The M1-INISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, (a) Yes: (b) yes; (e) yes. 2, No. 3,
No. 4, No. 5, In view of the fact that a
special grant of £250,000 has been made
available for distribution among all of the
States for the purpose Of reconditioning, or
strengthening, existing& main roads, and that
the proportion allotted to Western Aus-
tralia is £E48,000, it cannot be argued that
this grant was made as a result of the
deputation referred to. It is considered
that the money should be exp~ended in the
reconditioning, or strengthening, of main
roads over which there is intensive and
heavy motor traffic. The amount which has
been allocated for roads in the North-West
area from the Ordinary grant this year is
£12.500, and in addition. £8,000 is provided
for a bridge, known as Billabillong, over the

Murehison River, which will be of service to
a number of settlers in the North-West.

BILL NARRO GIN SOLDIERS' MEM-
ORIAL INSTITUTE.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL-BILLS or SALE ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Referred to a Select Committee.

Order of the Day read for the considera-
tion of (lie Bill in Committee.

AM. DAVY (West Perth) [4.39]: 1
move--

That the BiM be referred to a select commit-
tee,

As it may seem strange that, having moved
the second reading, I now take this step,
I1 may say that certain matters have been
pointed out to me, matters which I do not
think have heen sufficiently considered, mat-
ters in relation to some results that may
accrue if the Bill passes in its present form.
I am thoroughly in accord with the object
of the Bill, but I think the means to attain
that object may be more far-reaching than
is suspected. MNy attention has been drawn
to that possibility, in the first instance by
the Crown Law officers and subsequently hy
other miembers of the community well quali-
fied to have their opinions respected. I
think (lie wisest course will be to have this
matter further looked into and the views of
various sections of the community otlher
than that of the mercantile section consid-
ered.

THE MINISTER FRo LANDS (Hon. W.
C. Angwin-East Fremantle) [4.42] : This
is a surprising development. The Bill was in-
troduced here by the member for West
Perth (Mr. Davy). It has been on the
Notice Paper for some weeks, it has been
postponed on two or three private mem-
bers' days and, as I say, it is astonishing
that the member for West Perth should now
move to refer it to a select committee. If

Imistake not, the hon. member, in moving
the seond reading said he thoroughly sup-
ported the Bill, save in its retrospective
clauses. Surely those provisions can be re-
moved in Committee! Seeing that for some
years the mercantile community have been
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asking f or the Bill, and taking into consid-
eration the length of time it has been before
the House-

Mr. Davy: 'The reason for the delay has
been a request by the Chamber of Coin-
merce.

The MIINISTER FOR LANDS- I will
not say that, for 1 do not know; but I do
know that the mercantile community re-
quested that the Bill be dealt with at once,
and I know also that the Chamber of Com-
mnerce maec the same request. They say
that tile mnatter has been previously dis-
cussed by the Crown Law Department and
also by M 1iniisters, and that although the
Bill is a, private one the whole of the mercan-
tile community is in sympathy with it. I
agree with the attitude of the hon. member
on the second reading in respect of the re-
trospective clauses, but surely the mercan-
tile community require protection, the samte
as any other section of the community. I
hope the House will not agree to the pro-
posed delay. It is a small and clear Bill.

-Ron. a. Taylor: Little Bills are some-
times dangerous.

The MINI STER FOR LANDS: I admit
that, but since it has withstood-I hope even
before it came here-the scrutiny of the hon.
member who introduced it here, I do not see
any danger in respect of it. I hope the
Honse will let it go into Committee.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [4.44]: 1
hope thle House will not refer the
Bill to a select committee. but will
pass it through Committee, deleting the one
clause objected to. I do not think there is
much to inquire into. It is a radical depar-
ture, hut I do not believe the House will
tolerate the proposed delay. The commer-
cial community have enough protection
now.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[4.45] : This Dill has a slight history. I1
took charge of the measure when it came
fromn another place last year, in the absence
of the member for York (Mr. Latham), and
at his telegraphedI request, as be hail prom-
ised a private member in another place to
sponsor it here. When I became interested,
in the measure, I found that a number of
objections were being raised against the Bill.
I spoke to members and said I was prepared
to allow the House to deal with it, as I had
no feeling in the matter. The Bill is an
intricate one and should be considered by a

select committee. The delay resulting from.
the appointmtent of a select committee would
amount to only a week or a fortnight, and
after such an inquiry the House would be in
a better position to deal with the measure.
It is only a short Bill, but it has some far-
reaching provisions and I hope the House
will agree to grant a select committee.

. QN. 611t JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) (4.47] -: This is a very important
mneasure and far-reaching in its effects, but
there is a great deal to he said in favour
of it. A matter of this sort concerns not
so mnuch the Government as traders and
people who assist ethers in their business,
and we should see that a man who shows
enterprise by making advances is protected.
while the borrower and traders generally
who give credit are likewise protected. I
should be sorry if the House decided that
the Dill should he dealt with in Committee
this afternoon, or without serious considera-
tion. We should not deal with it as the member
for East Perth suggests; neither should
we accept it with out close inquiry, and the
best thing we can do is to agree to the ap-
pointment of a select committee. It is all-
important that people concerned should have
an opportunity to appear before a select
committee and state their views. After all,.
we want to facilitate trade and business,
and it is not right to do an unnecessary
thing if it means restricting trading opera-
tions, as it well might do if we pass the
Bill without careful consideration. I see no
objection to inquiry by select committee; in
fact I think it is a right course to adopt.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.49]: 1 do not
profess to be conversant with the clauses
of the Bill, but I have spoken to the mem-
ber for West Perth (Mir. Davy) since lie
moved his motion, and he tells me that a
select committee would be able to do all that
was required within a fortnight. As the
Premier and his Ministers in the past have
shown a ready desire to meet the reasonable
wishes of members on this side of the House,
I trust they will agree to the appointment
of a select committee on the distinct under-
standing that it will report within a fort-
night. In the circumstances the Minister
for Lands might be inclined to withdraw the,
objection he has raised.

MR. DAVY (West Perth in reply)
[C50]: I ask the Minister whether my re-
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quest has not been justified by the speeches
miade by him and by the member for East
Perth. The Bill consists of two main por-
ions: the first merely to simplify and facili-

tate registration, and Clause S to bring
about a very drastic alteration in the law
relating to bills of sale. The Minister for
Lands has expressed the view that it is a
proper alteration to make.

The Minister for Lands: 1 meant to deal
witlh it in Committee.

Mr. DAVY: The member for East Perth
ba~s indicated that he thinks it a very bad
amendment to the law of the land.

The Minister for Lands: I said it could he
dealt with in Committee.

Mr. DAVY: It must be dealt with in Corn-
mittee finally, but before taking it into Com-
mittee, I suggest that we should ascertain
the views of members of the community who
are best entitled. to bold views on the ques-
tion. It is perhaps unusual to find a mem-
ber, after moving the second reading of a
Bill, requesting the appointment of a
select committee, but the delay has not
been due to any fault of mine. Weeks ago I
told the Chamber of Commerce that I pro-
posed, with the consent of the House, to
have the Bill ref erred Ito a select committee.
I was asked by the Chamber not to do any-
thing until I was further advised by that
body, and I have consequently had con-
sideration of the measure deferred, with
the permission of the House, from week to
week. if the appointment of a select
committee will involve a delay of another
week or so, what matter? The law has
stood as it is to-day since the foundation
of Western Australia, and can a week er
so make any difference? The evidence that
I require to satisfy myself as to the righ~t
course to adlopt could be obtained easily
in a fortnightj and 1 submit that this is
essentially a matter to lie referred to a
select committee. After bearing evidence,
we might all agree with the member for
East Perth: on the other hand, we mirlit
all come to acmee with the Minister for
Lands. I wish to emiphasise that the first
doubts in my mind were raised by the
Crown Law offcers. I received from'them
a communication which indicated that they
had discovered something they had not
8appreciated before. Althoughi they had
approved of the draft Bill in its original
form, they indicated certain difficulties.
Those gentlemen are Isurely entitled to hbe

listened to with the greatest respect. When
I found they were not quite sure about the
Bill, I began to realise where the measure
might lead us. If this were a suitable occa-
sion, I am convinced I cuuld satisfy the
House that the simple looking Clause 8
does not stop just where it appears -to stop,
and that it might involve all sorts of diffi-
eulties and complications which do not
appear on the face of it. I do not wish to
enter into that phase of it, but I may men-
tion what might happen. If this Bill be-
conies law, every bill of sale that contains
a technical defecdi or is not registered in
accordance with the Act will be null and
void, not only as against creditors but as
between the parties themselves. A hire
purchase agreement is a bill of sale, and
has to be registered as a bill of sale, and
we may have 'the position of a man buying
a motor car or some other chattel, entering
into a hire purchase agreement, not
registering it, and finding it null and void
as between the parties themselves, apart
altogether from anyone else.

The Minister for Lands: It would not
apply to that.

Mr. DAVY: It would.
The Minister for Lands: No, the law was

altered in 1914.

Mr. DAVY: It would apply.
The Minister for Lands: I do not wish to

argue with you.

Mr. DAVY:- The Minister evidently is
thinking of certain exemptions in hire pur-
chase agreements relating to pianos, agri
cultural implements and sewing machines,
and a number of things of that sort. Those
chattels are specially exempted, but other
chattels are not exempted, and it might
happen that a hire purchase agreement
would be null and void, not only as against
some creditor, but as between tlhe parties.
The lease of a furnished house, although
there is some uncertainty as to whether
that is a bill of sale, is nevertheless
registered by way of caution. If a court
laid down that such a lease was at triue bill
of sale, then because it was not registered,
it mhrht be null and void as between the
parties, with very serious results to the
lessor and the lessee. The measure die
mands careful consideration, andi it is
necessary to obtain the views of the people
best qualified to speak on the subject as
well as the views of the mercantile comn-
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munity, and I ask the House to grant the
select committee.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and a seleot committee ap-
pointed consisting of Messrs. Clydesdale,
Hiughes, North, Stubbs, and the mover,
with power to call for persons and papers,
to sit on days over which the House stands
adjourned, and to report onl 'the 14th
October,

BILL-GOTTESLOB MUNICIPAL
BEACH TRUST.

Secogid Reading-Ruled out.

Debate resumed from the 23rd Sepitem-
ber.

THE MINISTER FORt LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwiu-North-East Fremiantle)
[5.3]: It is somewhat difficult to deal with
a Bill of this characiter. It is a most ex-
traordinary measure. The member for
Claremont (Mir. North) when moving the
.second reading, stated it was a new pro-
posal, and that he did not know of any
other place where such legislation had beenj
introduced. That may to some extent be
the reason for the extraordinary provisions
contained iii the Bill. It is unusual in
many, directions. In the first place I am
informed that the local municipal council,
whic-h has control over some of the lands,
mentioned in the Bill, has never had an
opportuniity of going into the details of it,
and ls only carried a motion approving
of the principle of placing some of these
lands under the control of a trusft.

Mr. 'North : Copies of the Bill wvere
handed to the Mayor.

The MsINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Mayor is not the council, and does not con-
trol that body. 11Ft is the usual custom,
when it is proposed to take away front
local authorities certain lands that are
vested in them for the use of the people,
for such authorities to be consulted with
respect to the lands it is proposed to de-
prive them of. In this instance nothing-
of the kind has been done.

The Premier: And this has been left
undone by the'ox-Mayor, who has ignored
the council!
. Mr. North: I banded 'the copies to the
Mayor.

The MINISTER }'OR LANDS: It was
matter for the council itself, They shoulf
have dealt with the Bill before it w&
brought downi here. The local authorit'
has full authority and eon'trol vested in
by the Government. They are the peopli
to deal with the Bill. The Mayor canno
raise the necessary funds in connectioL
with it.

Mr. Mann: The Mayor would notify thi
council.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Th;
proper official to receive the copies was th4
Town Clerk. The Bill contains an extra.
ordinary provision that the Governor shat
nominate a member of the trust. The Gov
ernor is the Government, and the Ministr3
has never been consulted as to whether thil
has their approval or not.

Mr. North: It is only a proposal.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I amr

strongly opposed to the Governor, who ih
the Government, appointing a nominee tc
any trust such as this. In all probability ii
would mean placing a heavy financial obli.
gation upon the Government.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You can altet
that in Committee.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hop(
the Bill will never reach the Cemmittec
stage. It is an astounding proposition foir
a private member to introduce a Bill setting
out that the Governor shall appoint a mem-
ber of the trust without first consulting
the Government Or taking their advice. It
is a most astounding proposal.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: The council are
not losing anything.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
Bill proposes to place uinder the control of
the trust not only the A reserves vested
in the mutnicipality uinder the Permanent
Resenves Act, 1899, and dedidlited for
special purposes, but also the A reserves
that are not so vested, but which are still
in the hailds of the Crown. The Bill also
gives power to the trust to band these re-
serves to any private person by lease or
license, which amounts to the same thing,
upon any terms and conditions that the trust
think fit to impose. The Bill is so extra-
ordinary that one does Dot know how to
deal with it.

The Premier: There is too much direct
action about this Bill.

Mr. North: We want a little change.
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The MIINISTER FOR LANDS : The
Bill goes further. It proposes to hand to
this trust-I will use the words of the muew-
ber for Claremont who referred to it as
"this innocuous or innocent trust"-powers
to enable them to place under the control of
private persons, if they so desire, all of the
foreshore from Gibney-street in Swanbourne
to North-street in Cottesloe Beach, a dis-
tance of about 134 miles, or, to make it
clearer to members, the beach from Swan-
bourne station to a point 20 chains south
of the Cottesloc Beach station.

The Premier: Is this another method of
regulating bathing and the dresses of
bathers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : The
entire control is vested ini this trust for the
whole length of that beach.

Mr. Teesdale: Down, to the water?
The Premier: And some of the water too.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: On the

plan the area is within the blue line, and
the water area is shown on the red line.
The Cottesloc 'Municipality asked that they
should be given power , outside the low-_
water mark, to control persons who bathed
there. The memher for Claremont, how-
ever, forgot to include the sea when he
offered them the beach. He merely offered
them the foreshore. This length of beach
is to be banded to the trust to do with as
they like, to let it or lease it under any con-
ditions they think fit.

Mr. North: The council can lease it now
for a period of 21 years

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Can
they? It all (depends ouron how it is vested.
I have seen a vesting order which stated
that the land in question could be leased
only' for 21 Years from the dlate of the vest-
ing order. It all depends upon the condi-
tions of the order. The I]ill provides for a
trust of six members, one to be nominated by
the Governor, one by the local council, and
four to be elected by the ratepayers. The
four members have to be elected under the
provisions that apply to the elections of the
local council; in other words, the Municipal
Corporations Act would apply in this case.
To show how inconsistent the Bill is, T would
point out that it does not state whether the
members of the trust who are to be elected
are to be elected on the 'Mayor's roll or
the council roll. The Mayqr's roll provides
for a maximum number of votes of four to
one person, but the other roll provides for

a maximum of two votes to one person. It
is not stated in the Bill which roUl is to he
used, indicating that the Hill has been
ill-considered, The members who are nomji-
nated wvill hold office until the 1st December,
1927. Of the members who are elected, the
two who poll the highest number of votes
are to he elected up to the first day of De-
cember, 1927, and the two who hold the
lowest number of votes are to he elected
only uip to the 1st Day of December, 1926.
The date of the election is left in the hands
of the Mayor of Cottesloe. He is to fix a
date not exceeding six months after the comn-
mencement of the Act. The member for
Claremont stated there was a lack of con-
tinuity in policy, whilst the local governing
bodies handled the beaches. I would draw
special attention to that statement. The
local bodies are elected for a term of three
years, bunt the proposed trust will be elected
only for two years. It, therefore, appears
to me that there is more likelihood of a lack
of continuity being evident in the control
and management of beaches such as this
by a tnust than there would be if the
management were left in the bands of
the council. The tenure of office is con-
siderably less in the case of the trust
than' it is in the case of the council.
Then the Bill provides certain powers for the
Cottesloc 'Municipal Council. During the six
months representing the interim between the
commencement of the measure and the elec-
tion of the trust, the council arc to have
power to obtain working plans, get out
schemes, raise money, and commence work, if
they so desire, for the improvemnent of the
beach. They may raise the money under
the provisions of the 'Municipal Corpora-
tions Act. Later in the Bill there is pro-
vision whereby the trust can take over any
of the works carried out by the council, and
can issue debentures for the purpose of pay-
ment to the council for those works. Fur-
ther, the Bill lays down that the trust shall
provide interest and sinking fund on moneys
SO raised by the council. That part of the
Bill is clumsily worded. The money is to he
raised under the Municipal Cor poratiobs
Act. That Act imposes on the council the
need for providing interest and sinking
fund. It also imposes on the council the ob-
ligation to strike a loan rate in respect of
all moneys raised by themn. Consequently,
when the money has been raised by the local
authority for the works in question, the
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liability for the money remains. In other
words, the liability of the ratepayers
to contribute a loan rate will remain
even after the amount has been re-
paid by the trust in the form of de-
bentures. Then the municipality must im-
pose on the ratepayers a loan rate. The Bill
contains no provision for allowing the muni-
cipality to do otherwise. The Bill does not
even contain a provision that in the event of
the trust paying the local authority the in-
terest and sinking fujnd in respect of such
moneys, the local authority shalt be relieved
of the necessity for striking a loan rate.
Some time ago a Bill was introduced here
with similar proposals. There was occasion
to make an alteration in respect of a nmuni-
cipal trading concern. If the trading eon-
cern iii question made sufficient money dur-
ing each year to pay interest and sinking
fund, there "'as no necessity for the munici-
pality to strike a rate. The present Bill,
however, contains no such provision-show-
ing clearly that the local authority will have
to carry interest and sinking fund on all
moneys raised by them for the trust. There
is power under the Bill for the trust to
raise money by loan after election. The as-
sets of the trust are the beach and the re-
serves which it is proposed to vest in them
by this measure. The ratepayers of Cottes-
boe cannot be rated for any moneys raised by
the trust. The mover, realising the difficulty
which the trust would have in raising loans
under this Bill on the assets vested in them,'
acknowledged that money could not be raised
at 7 per cent., but said he thought it could
be raised at 9 per cent. Further, he urged
that the trust should not be limited in its
interest rate. As the trust probably could
not get money at 7 per cent., he could not
see what objection there was to the trust
paying a higher rate. Perhaps he considers
that they could go to 12 per cent., and then
to meet the interest take the revenue derived
from property rightly ranted by pre-
vious Governments for the use of the people
generally. The trust could make charges tor
the use of those grounds which have been
granted to the people. The hon. member
said he saw no reason why the trust should
not pay 9 per cent. if they could not get
money for 7 per cent. The Bill provides
that there shall be set aside for redemption
purposes an amount not exceeding 3 per
cent, of loans raised. If the trust have to
pay 0 per cent, for money, and add another
3 per cent, to that rate for redemption pur-

poses, there is a total rate of 12 per cent.
to be raised from property belonging to
the people. Indeed, there is nothing what-
ever in the Bill to prevent the trust from
going much higher. It is to be noted also
that under the Bill a sinking fund need not
be p- ovided for two years. If the sinking
Img rate is 3 per ceuL, then at compound
interest it will take a little over 20 years,
allowing 41/2 per cent, interest, to get suffi-
cient money to redeem the loan. I ask bon.
wemibers wvhether the class of property
erected on beaches is such as is likely to last
for a period of 20 years?' Members are
fully aware that a private person who pro-
vides buildings for amusement purposes puts
up structures which have only a few years'
life, and that the cost of upkeep is usually
abnormal. Therefore, it is almost impos-
sible to provide by a sinking fund of 3 per
cent, for the redemption of these loans when
they fall due. It may he urged that that is
a question merely for the trust arid for the
persons wvho lend the money. I entirely dis-
agree with that view. It is a question for
the general public, who own the grounds, be-
cause those grounds are the assets which will
provide the security for the money to he
advanced. Even as regards reserves vested
in the local council, the Permanent Reserves
Act clearly lays down that they are vested
for all time for certain purposes. The Act
provides that such lands as are class "A"
reserves "shall for ever remain dedicated to
the purpose declared in such notice until by
an Act in which such lands respectively are
specified it is otherwise provided."

Hon. G. Taylor: That applies to all
class "A" reserves. They can only be altered
by Act of Parliament.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
coming to that. To alter a Class "A" re-
serve, even if it is to be maintained as a
reserve, a Bill must he brought before Par-
liament stating the purposes for which the
reserve is to be used in future. Only last
session I introduced a Bill altering a reserve
at Suhiaco, which bad been dedicated for a
public utility. Although the reserve was not
to be changed from a Class "A" reserve, the
desire was to alter its purpose from public
utility to recreation. In those circumstances
it was necessary to introduce a Bill for the
purposes, and certain reserves for the en-
public utility to recreation. Among the
grounds which 'this Bill affects there is a
large area reserved for parks and gardens,
another large area reserved for recreation
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purposes, and certain reserves for the en-
dowment of the municipality or council. Then
there are other reserves for recreation pur-
poses which have not yet been vested in any
person, hut remain the property of the
Crown. Hon. members will recognise that the
Bill proposes to give to the trust power to
dc. what the Government of Western Austra-
lia themselves cannot do, what the Govern-
ment would have no possible chance of do-
ing. Last year the people of Bunbury
wanted permission to erect a bostel on the
foreshore. They had to bring in a
Bill asking Parliament for permission
because the proposal was to erect the
hostel on a Class "A" reserve. If
Parliament agreed to hand over these
lands to. the proposed trust, there would be
opportunities for placing all the reserves in
question under license or lease to any per-
son the trust thought fit, uinder such condi-
tions as the trust thought fit, and for what
terms the trust thought fit. I am confident
hon. members will not agree to such a pro-
posal. Another clause of the Bill has refer-
ence to the eventuality of the trust failing to
meet their obligations. I hare already said
that there is no limit to the rate the trust
may pay for their loans. In addition to
providing interes. they have to provide
sinking fund for the redemption of loans.
If they fail to meet their obligations, a re-
ceiver can be appointed nder the Munici-
palities Act. That means that the receiver,
upon coming in, will have to impose such
charges as will enable him to meet the
obligations of the trust in respect of all
moneys expended. In other words, it might
become an impossibility for any person to
go on the beach to bathe for the distance
from Swanbourne station to 20 chains south
of Cotteslue Beach without the permission
of the receiver.

Mr. North: Do you mean that he could
debar people from bathing?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: tUnder
the Bill the trust will have powier to make
any tharges they please. Under the Bill
they will have full control not only of that
stretch of beach, but also of lands which are
Class "A" reserves. The Bill provides that
the trust shall have power to let by lease on
such terms and conditions in every respect
as they think fit. When the member for
Claremont (Mr. North) comes to reserves
vested in municipalities, however, he says
that licenses shall be issued. I fail to see
any difference. As a fact, every wooden

house erected in a municipality to-day is
built on license, and the local council have
authority to demand the removal of such a
house at any time they think fit. The same
thing applies to this trust. The trust could,
if they so desired, let the whole of the
beach to a private person, or in ease of de-
fault by the trust the receiver could do so,
for the purpose of obtaining sufficient re-
venue to meet the trust's obligations. Any
charge the trust or the receiver thought fit,
could be imposed upon any person using
that beach over a distance of 1/j miles.

Mr. North: The council could do the same
to-day, I am informed.

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: They
dare not do it to-day. They -have not the
opportunity of doing it to-day.

Mr. 1butey: If they attempted to do it,
there would be direct action on Sundays.

The MIN.LISTER FOR LANDS: In in-
troducing the Bill the hon. member said
that some years ago a syndicate offered to
spend several thousands of pounds upon
the grant of a 30-years' lease, but that the
syndicate and the council could not agree.
Is that the syndicate from which the council
collared £250 because the syndicate did not
carry out their obligationsi

M-r. North: I do not know. It may be so.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am in-

formed that such is the case. The syndicate
were going to provide improvements at Cot-
tesloc Beach, and they put tip a deposit of
£250. They failed to carry out their obli-
gations, whereupon the council forfeited the
deposit.

Hon. G. Taylor: That was a windfall.
The MI.NISTER FOR LANDS: 1 do not

know whether my information is correct, but
it comes front a person who is in a position
to know. It appears to me that the prin--
cipal reason for the introduction of the Bill
is that the ratepayers of Cottesloc will not
allow funds to he raised to be expended on
the beach. The hon. member said that
those who had been associated, with local
bodies were aware how difficult it was to-
induce the public to agree to the raising of'
loans for any purpose.

Mr. North: And you know that.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not.
The Premier: Yes, for purposes such as-

this.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: During

the course of my 28 years' experience of'
local authorities, I have found that the rate-
payers are always willing to approve of the
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raising of loan money if they are certain
that that money will be wisely and properly
spent in the interests of the district. It
all depends, too, on whether money previ-
ousaly raised has been wisely spent. If loan
prolposals are brought before ratepayers arid
the ratepayers are assured that the mnoney
is needed for the improvement of the local-
ity, in almnost every instance the loan pro-
posal will receive support. I had no difti-
colty in raising motley at East Fremantle
for the provision of grandstands, tennis
courts, howling greens and football grounds.
The ratepayers in that municipality knew
that the expenditure would result in an in-
direct benefit to the district. It is a different
matter in a huge country like ours to raise
a considerable sum of money for a big pro-
ject and then immediately afterwards strike
heavy loan rates, when the undertaking
should be carried out by degrees and also,
perhaps, at less cost. In a State like West-
ern Australia, with its big spaces and small
population, improvements such as those re-
ferred to in the Bill should be carried out
by degrees. Cottesloc, no doubt, desires to
carry out improvements within its bound-
aries on a scale that might be expected of a
place with a population of a million people.

Hon. G. Taylor: Like Fremantle, for in-
stance.

The MJMISTER FOR LANDS: No, Fie-
mantle has too much sense to embark on
undertakings such as that proposed by the
member for Claremont.

Mlr. Teesdale: Perhtaps Point Wal'ter.
The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS: Cottesloe

cannot compete with Point Walter because
nature has gone to the assistance of that
locality.

Hon. Sir Jaines Afitchell: We gave you a
Bill last year to assist Point Walter.

The MNINLS'rlR FOR LANNDS .\ Not last
year; in -1921. The member for Claremont
told ilie House that Point Walter had
gained by a'i Act. find that the Bill he was
submitt ig incorpora ted certain prov~isions
from that Act. I shall tell the House what
Point Walter dlid gain, and T shall ask the
hurn. mnember to make a comparison. Under
thle Bill introduced by the member for
Claremont it is proposed that the beach fur
a distance of a mile and three-qluarters
shall be ves~led in the trast to do with it
as it thinks fit. The trust call let 32r lease
any part of it. At Point Walter it is not
possible to let any land within .50 yards -of

the beach. The hon. member's Bill also
provides that the whole of the reserve abut-
ting on the beach and running into many
acres, may be let under any conditions that
die truist think proper to impose.

]Hon. Sir Jaues Mitchell : For any pur-
pose?

Tie AiNISTER FOR LANDS : Yes,
for any purpose the trust may think fit.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: For building?
The Premier: Any purpose whatsoever.
The MINISTER FOR, LANDS : The

Point Walter reserve consists of 400 acres
and the aggregate area it is possible to let
is only one acre. Is that similar to the Bill
as the hon. member would have us believe 9
The one acre at Point Waiter is let for the
purpose of providing tearooms for the con-
venience of the patrons of the reserve. The
hon. member's Bill is so extraordinary that
one scarcely knows how to deal with it,
There is only one method and that is for
the House to disagree with it.

Thle Premier: In fact, that is the only
way to agree with it!

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: The Bill
proposes to take away rights that belong
to tire people. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion, when introducing a Bill dealing with
the city of Perth, refused to rant the
municipal authorities any rights over the
foreshore at Nolith Beach or over an area
off the beach because, he said, it was neces-
sary that the people who went to the
beaches to spend the day there should have
a space. reserved for their convenienc-e. A
strip of land off ;the beach, a chain in width,
was therefore retained for the use oif the
people. I ask members whether it is fair
or right that anyone should submit a Bill
of this description to hand over to a trust
reserves belonging to tile Crown, or vested
for the time being in local authorities for
tile p)urposes of parks and gardens, or as
endowment lands, or for the recreation of
the people, arid to find later that the trust
had dealt with those reserves as that trust
thought fit -without the matter even having
been referred to Parliament. I have a letter
from the Swvanbourne Progress Association.

Mr. North: They are trying to get on
thle miap.

The MNISTER FOR LANDS : I do not
know about that, but I do know that they
have the good sense to oppose the Bill. The
association ask that the reserves in their
area should he excluded from the Hill pend-
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ing action that is being taken by the Min-
ister for Works. The letter sets out-

If the Bill is carried it should be made quite
clear that the boundaries of the operations
and control of the trust should always be
limited to the boundaries of the municipality
and not be the present boundaries if in the
future they, are altered.

Mr. North: They are not hostile to the
Bill.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They
are hostile to handing over any of the
reserves. Hon. members should peruse the
Bill very carefully and after doing that I
do not think they will support it. As a
matter of fact I am of the opinion that no
member of Parliament has the power to
introduce a Bill of this description, a Bill
to provide for the handing over of the
property of the people Crown lands-to a
trust or to anyone else to do with as they
think fit. I shall oppose the Hill.

Point of Order.

Hon W. D. Johnson (Guildford)
15.401: Before the consideration of the Bill
goes any further I desire, Mr. Speaker, to
ask your ruling as to whether the Bill. is in
order. I wish -to know whether it is possible
for a private member to introduce legisla-
tion the object of which is to impose taxa-
tion, directly or indirectly, in this case
directly, in the way of appropriating a,
public asset. No Minister can introduce a
Bill which 'provides for the making of an
appropriation, without a message from His
Excellency the Governor. I cannot see any
difference between an appropriation of a
public asset in the shape of land belonging
to the Crown, and the appropriation of
money. Both are assets of the State, assets
of the people, and should not be interfered
with except by legislation introduced in the
first place by a Message from the Governor.
The Bill before us, in various clauses, pro-
poses to impose taxation. For instance, it
proposes to direct the municipal council as
to how it shall function in certain respects.
I question whether it is right even to do
that, but I do not propose to follow that
aspect. I do question, however, whether,
under a Bill of this description, we can do
any-thing that may be in conflict with the
provisions of the Municipal Corporations
Act. In any case, apart from that, the Bill
proposes to autborise the municipality
to raise a loan. It also proposes that

any expenditure incurred by the muni-
cipality shall be recouped by the trust,
a direct indication that the trust is
to be authorised to raise money and to ex-
pend money. Then it proposes, and thLis is
very definite-and it is an this point that I
mainly depend-that control of certain
Class "A" reserves sh all be given to the trust-
That is definitely provided in Clause 13,
and the Class "A"l reserves that it is intended
to band over arc mentioned in the secondL
schedule. Those reserves are for public
use, and therefore arc public assets..
Appropriation of the land assets of the
people cannot be made by a private main-
bar and cannot even be done under a pro-
posal such as tbis 'before us, by a Minister
of the Crown, without the consent of His
Excellency 'the Governor. Then it is pro-
posed that the trust shall carry out exten-
sive works, purchase machinery, charge.
rents, tolls, license fees and under Clause
16 it is to be anthorised to purchase
land. One could quote more hut it is
not necessary to do so. I have referred to,
enough to show that at least it is undesir-
able that a private member should have the
power to introduce legislation that in any
way interferes with public assets. It is
difficult enough for a Minister to do so; a
Minister is pledged by his oath of office to
be extremely careful in regard to matters of
this description, and even then action that
might be decided upon would have to be
preceded by a Message from His Excellency.
Therefore 1 want to raise the point at this
juncture because 1 feel that the Bill is out
of order. It would be dangerous if it were-
in order, but if, as I think, it is out of order,
it would be wrong to let it proceed any
f urther. If your ruling is in accordance
with my opinion, namely that, under the
Standing Orders and our Parliamentary
p~ractice, the Bill cannot be inatroduced by
a private member, the House ought to know
it.

Mr. North: I understand that every ses-
sion a privilege Bill is moved by the Pre-
mier, intimating that it is the privilege of
ever- member to introduce legislation. Fur-
ther than that., I was given permission by the
Rouse to introduce the Bill. Under the
Constitution Act of 1021, the only excep-
tions to Bills that may be introduced by
private members are money Bills, which
must be introduced by Message If those
points are sound, I think T was in order
in bringing forward the Bill.
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Mr. Speaker: The bon. member is quite
right in saying that every member here
has the right and privilege to introduce Bills
of a semi-public character. But he himself
expressed the limitation: One must not, with-
out the Crowvn participating by means of a
Message or an assurance from Ministers of
the Crown, introduce a money Bill. What-
saver view may be taken as to the vesting
(0 Class "A" reserves in a trust appointed or
elected through the agency of a munici-
pality, there can be no question as to the
point raised by the Minister for Lands, who
drew my attention to it, and so caused me
to look at the clause and the schedules,
namely, that not only does Clause 13 of the
Bill prop~oses to vest certain Class "A"' re-
serves, hut also proposes to vest non-alien-
ated Crown land in a trust. I hu'-e gone to
the trouble to hunt up some authorities on
that point, but I wish to drawv attention to i
part of our ow', Standing Orders. Although
generallyA silent on the subject, our Standing-
Orders have a very instructive Order, No.
51, in relation to private Bills. It reads as
follows:-

No Bill whereby any Crown lands or Crown
property, or the lands or property of the Gov-
ernment of this colony may be affected, shall
he considered in Committee of the whole House
until the Governor shall have informed the
Rouse by Message that, having beer, informed
of the purpose of the Bill, he gives his consent,
as far as His Majesty's interest or the ia-
terest of the Government is concerned, that
the House may do therein as they may think
fit.

That is a pregnant Standing Order relating
to private Bills. True, this is not a private
Bill, but a public Bill; but the provision
made in that Standing Order is more im-
perative in a public Hill than in a private
Bill. The question has not often come tipl
for determination in this Parliament; I do
not know that it ever has; but it has been
submitted in the New Zealand Legislature,
and I quote from the 1898 volume, No. 101,
of Parliamentary Debates. The matter un-
der consideration was the periodical Revalu-
ation of Land Leased in Perpetuity Bill.
The Speaker said-

As the Bill appeared to deal with revenue
arising from the waste lands of the Crown, it
was incompetent for a private member to in-
troduce it unless the consent of the Crown was
given to its introduction.

In 1006 the matter came up again in New
Zealand, when the Speaker was equally em-
phatic on that point. The Leader of the
Oppositiun had contended that on the three

points taken the Bill was not an Appropria-
tion Bill, and that the clauses did not require
a Governor's Message in order that they
might he proceded with. Mr. Speaker ruled
that the Bill belonged to that class of Bills
uhich he had ruled ought to proceed in tho
way hie indicated on the previous day.
Whether rightly or wvrongly, he had to the
best of his ability come to the conclusion
that Bills appropriating any of the public
estate of the Colony, whether in acres or in

-money, should be surrounded with all the
protections provided for the treatment of
money Bills. I do not think, therefore, that
I need to deal with the other points raised.
This is quite sufficient. All unalienated land,
in fact ultimately all lands, belong to the
Crown. The Crown, therefore treats that
land as its special property. Consequently
without a Message from the Crown we can
no more deal with that Crown property than
we can deal wvith, Crowvn revenues. A private
member cannot introduce a measure of this
description unless he has a Message from the
Crown, or the assurance of a Crown Minister
that the Crowvn has no objection to the Bill.
Therefore the matter can proceed no fur-
ther.

BILL-RACING RESTRICTION
AMENDMENT.

ACT

Second Reading.

Debate resumied from 23rd September.

MR. CLYDESDALE (Canning) [5.53): 1
am quite aware that in opposing this meas-
ure I shall be accused of being biassed. I
think I am sufficiently broad-minded to give
all sporting bodies, all people interested in
sport, that fair measure of consideration wo
which they are entitled. For some 10 years
I worked with the late Mr. C. B. Cox to have
the Raring Restriction Act brought into
operation. We were then holding race meet-
ings two and three times per week. A
Roy' al Commission on racing was appointed,
but it did not seem to be able to arrive at
finality. That was followed by the appoint-
inent of a select committee, but with no bet-
ter results. With the late Mr. C. B. Cox, I
took quite an active part in framing the Act,
and so I think I can speak with authority as
to the result of its operation.

The Mlinister for Lands: Didn't you knock
out Bicton.

Ifr. CLYDESDALE: Yes, because the
Fremantle people would not support it.
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*:r. Sleeman: I do not think that is
.quite right.

M\r. CLYDESDALE:. I know it is righlt.
MAr. Sleem an: 1 will tell you something

later on.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: You will have

plenty of opportunity, so long as you do not
start abusing people. As the result of the
iestrittion of racing in the metropolitan area,
the W.A.TS'. were granted the control of 81
meetings, while the Trotting Association were
granted the control of 40 meetings. Those
figures include, of course, charity meetings.
The W.A.T.C., in their wisdom, concluded
that there was not sufficient population
to warrant the granting of 81 dates and
..o, instead of granting 81 dates, the maxi-
mum they would grant at any time was 59.
Those 59 dates are distributed over quite a
number of clubs, with different interests.
They are not like the Trotting Association,
where one body has a monopoly. I am not
opposed to trotting at Fremantle, but the
point. I want to make is that if Fremantle
wants trotting, let the parent body in Perth
grant Fremantle the necessary dates, instead
of applying for extra dates. The W.A.T.C.
divided up their dates between the W.A.T.C.
and four proprietary clubs, Tattersall's Club,
the Hunt Club and two charity meetings.
The 59 dates were distributed amongst
those clubs, all having entirely different in-
terests, not one set interest, as the trotting
people have with their 40 dates. In the

,event of these 12 extra dates being- granted,
the W.A.T.C. will be entitled to grant anl-
other 21 dates. That would mean that, based
on the existing conditions, we should have in
the metropolitan area another 33 dates. Any-
body who knew the old order of things would
not for one moment suggest that we should
go back to it. Although the member for Fre-
miantle (,Mr. Sleeman) may not give me
ceredit for it, I helped to close down several
raecourses. We realised that too touch rac-
ing was of no benefit, even to the people
running the meetings. If, having a popula-
tion that can stand 50 race meetings, you
attempt to run 100 such meetings, the people
interested in the game have to resort to ha-
prol er practices, and so the racing does not
attain the standard that it would if only a
reasoPnable number of race meetings were
held, Tn the Eastern States race meetings
are granted on a population basis. Let me
draw a comparison between the dates granted
iii Western Australia for trotting and those
granted in Sydney and 'Melbourne. In Syd-

nicy there is a popuelation of 1,012,000, while
ini Meibout-ne the population is SSj,eOO. So
there are nearly 2,OuO,000 people in those
cities-, notithlst andi ng which tile combined
number of dates granted in Sydney and
Mlelbourne is only 46. Perth, with a popula-
tion of 176,400, already has 40 dates, and if
granted 12 more we shall have siN more dates
than Sydney and M1elbourne put together.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are dealing
with trotting alone?

Mlr. CLYDESDJALE: 'Yes, I am not touch-
Ing upo)n the racing. Taken on its popula-
tion, Perth is not equal to anl ordinary sub-
urb of S 'ydney. Further, those people in the
Eastern States are not allowed to race at
nighit time. If there is any competition, they
have to stand up against it. There is no
comparison between racing daring the day
with competition and racing at night time
without competition. One of the arguments
advanced in favour of racing at Fremantle
is that the people from the seaport have to
come to Perth for their sport. We who have
some experience of running racecourses
know that motor traction makes a course
situated 12 miles from the city as accessible
to-day as was any racecourse in the city 10
years ago. Helena Vale to-day would re-
ceive as much patronage as headquarters or
any other course within a couple of miles of
Perth received 10 years ago. It is passing
strange that the member for Freman tie has
included 12 dates in his Bill. The trotting
people in the metropolitan area have 40 dates
whichi, with the 12 pro posed for Fremantle,
would make 52. If there were only 38 in
Perth, I suppose Fremantle would apply for
14.

',%r. Sleenian: There are not 410 Saturdays.

Mr. CLYDE SDALE: It is probable that
some of tile holidays on which theCy race are
beztter than Saturdays. 'This measure will
merely have the effect of transferring a por-
t ion o f t he racing- f rom Perth to Freman ti e,

Mr. Pan ton: Is there anything- wrong(
with thatt

Mr. CLY DESDALE: No, prodided there
is sufficient population to stand it. 'My-
pt-rnament is that there is not sufficient popu-
lation in the metropolitan area to stand any
more racing dates. Of Course, I shal have
hurled at me in reply references to the num-
ber of dates that the proprietary' clubs have.
Iami quite willing to give the number of

dates they have, and if members; are anxious,
1 ilgiv-e the profits they are making also.
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Mr. Lambert: Give us some of the pro-
fits.

Air. CLYDESDALE: WNhen we consider
the large number of horses and people
engaged in racing in the metropolitan area,
we should pause before granting additional
dates to anybody. There are 400 gallopers
and trotters being trained in the metro-
politan area every day.

Hon. AV. D, Johnson: 1-ow many of each?
3fr. CLJYDESDALE : Probably 200 of

each.
Member: What about the "dead-uns"?
Mr. CLJYDESUAVLE : I know nothing-

about them. Those 400 horses would have
about 300 attendants. There are 170 book-
makers and bookmakers' clerks, and 100
street and shop bookmakers and attend-
ants.

Mir. Pan ton : Is not shop bookmaking
illegal?

Mr. CLYDFESDALE: We know that it
exists.

Mr. Sleernan interjected.
Mir. CLYDESDALE: I think, I have seen

you1 making a bet.
M.Sleeinan: I ask that that statement

be withdrawn.
Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Fre-

mnantle takes exception -to the statement
and it joust be withdrawn.

Mr. CLYDE SDALE: I withdraw it,
though I said I "think."

AMr. SPEAKER: The lion, member must
withdraw unconditionally.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I withdraw "neon-
ditionally. Totalling the figures I have
quoted, we find that there are 500 to 600
people in the metropolitan area living on
racing. To that might be safely added ain
extra 100; 1 am satisfied that there are at
least 670 people in the metropolitan area
living on racing. If the member for Fre-
mantle wishes to do some good for his
town-and his pal, Jim Brennan, might
assist him-he should break half the gallop-
ers and trotters into ploughs and put themn
on the Peel Estate. In that way he would
be doing far more good than by endeavour-
ing to secure extra dates.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : How would von
feed them?

Mir. CLYDE SDALE: That would prob-
ably not occasion so much difficulty as
there is at present. I am not hiding any-
thing. Perhaps some people will say that
I have no right to give away information

about the racing business, but there is no
giving away so far as I am concerned. I
wish to impress upon members and the
public that racing cannot stand any further
increase in the metropolitan area. When
there have been two meetings on the one
dlay in the metropolitan area, I have
checked the investments on the tote and
made allowance for the amount held by
bookmakers, and it may astonish members
to know that -the amount invested for the
two meetings, at a tow estimate, is £40,000.
To that may be added at least another
£E1,000 for the upkeep of the horses, and it
will thus be seen that one person of every
4 2 persons in the metropolitan area in-
vests £1 each Saturday. When I gave
evidence before a select committee on horse
racing, 10 or 15 years ago, I stated that
trotting and galloping had gone beyond the
stage of sport and had become a business.
I was roundly condemned by several news-
papers for having made that statement, but
I have not altered miy opinion. I am per-
fectly satisfied that racing to-day is not a
sport but a business, and we must treat it
as such.

Air. Panton: It has not been a. sport for
many years.

Mr. CLY])ESDALE : We people are
roundly condemned for running proprietary
clubs, but we are honest enough to admit
that we run them as a business. On the
other hand, there ore people seeking the
limelight every dlay, and trying to make it
appear that they are pure and holy anti
that racing is pure unadulterated sport.
Such a contention is nonsense, and people
who make the statement know that as well
as anyone. In the first place there are the
owners and trainers. Seven-tenths of time
owners in Perth to-day are battlers. There
are very few rich owners in Western Aus-
tralia; there are very few owners who are
paying for their horses to be trained. Let
m1embers take the next trotting meeting0 or
the next meeting at headquarters, and I
will defy them to pick out ten owners who
are genuinely paying for the training of
their horses. Any number of owners would
say they are doing so, but my experience
teaches me that they buy a horse, lease it
to a man to train -for half the stake, and
when the horse wins, they are first in to
get their cut ahead of the man who has
done all the work.

MAr. Sleeman:. Is it not a shame for them
to take the money?
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Mr. CLYDJESDALE : A worse shame
than for the hon. member to take his money
-as a member of Parliament. Then consider
the public who patronise racing. Except
the people %%ho go to the Perth Cup and
perhaps to the Derby, and bow many people
attend racing fur the sake of the sport?
There are many members who attend racing,
but how many of them do so for the sake
of the sport? One onlty needs to watch the
countenance of the man who has taken a
20 to one chance and lost and see how
dejectedly he turns homieward to determine
whether he lpatronises racing for the sake
of the sport. Very few people attend for
the sport. They go to the races thinking
they can beat the bookmakers and show a
profit.

Mr. Panton: They are optimistic.

Mr. CLYDES DALE:- Yes, and if the Fre-
mantle people are given 12 more dates, I
am afraid there will not be sufficient
optimistic people to go round. The third
class of people who go to races are the
bookmakers, and they go there to make a
living. They are not ashamed of it, and 1
say the bookmakers here are as good a
,class as those to be found in any part of
the world. The reason why there are so
many battlers in the racing business in
'WTestern Australia is that there are so few
people earning large incomes. In the East-
-ern States any number of men draw in-
comes of £5,000, £10,000 and £20,000 a year,
and they can afford to buy a few horses and
train them. That, however, does not apply
to this State. There are very few people in
receipt of £-5,000 a year and very few who
can gro into racing as owners. AS
regards trottinga, I hare been condemned
by a certain gentleman who says he is going-
to oppose me at the next election. I seem to
be rather unfortunate in this respect. I am
told that if I do not secure a tram for 'May-
lands, the people there will put uip a tram-
way candidate against me. If T oppose
trotting, others will run a trotting- candidate
against mne, A wveil-known gentleman con-
nected with fighting say' s that if I do not get
him some dates for the fighting- arena, a
fg-htirnr man will he run in opposition to
Me.

Mr. Hughes: What price are youI

Mr. CLYDERDALFI: I am not referring
to the bon. member now. The ixentleman I
have in mind seems to he under the imnpres-
sion that he is the uncrowned king- of West-

ern Australia. The sooner he is called to
his senses, the better.

M.Nr. Sleeman: He is niot the only one that
thinks that way.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: After having listened
to the member for Fremantle, I should say
he is not. That gentleman often falls out
with himself. He often gets into trouble
with himself when lie finds he is not obtain-
ing sufficient limetlight. 1. ami told that he
never goes away from the trotting office un-
less hie has a reporter and a photographer
with him. Now he has even tackled the
Premier, Ile lives for limelight and nothing
else, and lie makes allt sorts of extraordinary
statements. If the trotting people are so
obsessed with the idea that theirs is suich
a wonderfully good and true sport, why do
they have to employ such a large number
of reporters to write paragraphs about
them. There are more reporters and photo-
graphers employed by the trotting people
in Western Australia than by any other
club in Australia.

Mr. Sampson: That is not good sport.
Mr. CLYDE SDALE: When people tackle

others and abuse them and try to make oat
that they are parasites on the game, they
should be prepared to receive a knock in re-
turn.

Mr. Davy: There are many good acts done
by Brennan that no one in this House knows
of.

Mr. Sleeman: And be took on the Pre-
mier, not a new chumn.

Mr. Hughes: IlVe took on the women in
Baird's Arcade and starved them out.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: T do not wish to
pursue any discussion on those lines. I
merely wish to remind that gentleman that
hie is not the uncrowned king of Western
Nustralia.

HFon. G-. Taylor: But he is not in this
Bill.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

NIr. CLYDESDALE:- Thhf ore tea T was
trying to impress upon members the fact
that the number of people in the metro-
politan area was such as not to justify a
further increase in racing dates. At present
there are 99 racing dates in the metropolitan
area, and I maintain that the population is
insufficient to warrant a further extension.
I feel certain from the experience T had
when T was connected with racing, in Fre-
mantle that the population there is not large
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enoughi to maintain a course. I do not wish
to suggest that I am opposed to Fremantle
having its own trotting meetings. My line
of argument is that racing dates should be
granted out of those that are held by the
Trotting Association. I have already stated
that racing is a business and not a sport,
and my 25 years' experience of it convinces
int' that that is so. Nine-tenths of the peo-
ple who are racing to-day are doing so
with the object of making a living out of
the game. People like myself, who are
making a living out of it and are honest in
admitting it, are criticised and called all
sorts of names. I am also satisfied that the
business fraternity of the metropolitan area
do not want more racing dates. If they
were consulted I think it would be found
they would want the number reduced instead
of increased]. Who will benefit if we grant
thiese additional dates? It follows that more
people will invest money in horseflesh; there
will be more bookmakers; and there 'will
be a larger attendance of pcopte~following
the game. We have to-day quite sufficient
people, following racing in proportion to the
population of the State. I hope the Bill
will not be passed. It is quite easy for this
House to say to the people who. are con-
trolling trotting that if they want it to be
started at Fremantle they should give some
o.' their own dates. The Fremantle people
applied for meetings long before they made
representations to this House. The year
before last they were led to believe that cer-
tain racing dates would be granted to them,
but their request has been refused. They
lhavi, therefore, been compelled, I suppose,
to come to Parliament, with the object of
obtaining those dates to which they claim
they are entitled. I hope no further dates
will be granted in the metropolitan area.

MR. DAVY (West Perth) [7.35] : I am
induced to take part in the debate by the
remarks that were made by the member for
Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) and the several
interjeetors, which amount to a personal
attack upon the gentleman who is particu-
larly identified with trotting in this State.

The Premier: Hle started the personal
attack.

Mr. DAVY: He did not start any per-
sonal attack in this House.

The Premier: No.
Mr. Marshall: But what was said in the

HouseI

Mr. DAVY: Nothing has been said here
that I am aware of.

Air. Mlarshall: You have not seen the
papers.

Mr. DAVY: Nothing was said in the
House until to-night about trotting or about
the gentleman in question.

Mr. Clydesdale: You did not read the
speech of the bon. member who moved the
second reading.

Mr. DAVY: The member for Fremantle
(Mr. Sleeman) made no attack when lbe
moved the second reading. I have been
brought to my feet by the fact that the
personality of an individual seems to have
been dragged into thle question. That was
a great pity.

MAr. Marshall: It is.
Mr. DAVY: It seems to me wruing that

we in this House sheold avail ourselves of
the very great p~rivileges we have in order
to attack someone outside who cannot bit
back wvhile we axe here.

The Premier: Nothing more severe was
said than is contained in the remarks that
were made by that man.

Mr. DAVY: If that man made any severe
remarks outside this House he can be dealt
with.

Mr. Clydesdale: He has been making
them for years.

Mir. DAVY: The remarks made by the
member for Canning are made under privi-
lege. He hold that gentleman up to ridicule
and contempt in this House, and no word
of protest or in self-defence can be offered
by that gentleman against the lion. member.
That is suflicient to cause me, or any other
niember who thinks that the privileges of this
House should be esercised with discretion,
to speak upon the matter. I have not heard
any argument adduced by the member for
Canning to influnce me in voting against
giving Freman tie its own trotting dates, just
as is given to any other section of the com-
munity. I admit that the control of gamb-
ling in any -comm unity is a very difficult
question. The people of Australia will have
their racing and their trotting. I sam not
prepared to say that they should have these
things in an unrestricted way, hut I have
beard no arguments to show why the people
of Perth should be entitled to hold trotting
meetings, and that the same privilege should
be refused to the people of Fremantle. It
is all very well to talk about the changes
that have occurred through the invention of
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motor cars. Everyone who goes to the trots
does not go in a motor ear. Possibly 90 per
cent. of the people who go to the trots in
Perth go by tram or walk. The people of
Frenmantle who wish to indulge, foolishly,
I say, in the practice of going to the trots
should not be denied the same facilities for
doing so tbat are given to the people of
Perth. Why should residents of Fremantle
he compelled to take a journey by train in
Order to go to the trots, when the people of
Perth can do so by means of a threepenny
ride in the trsms9 The member for Canning
says that there arc already sufficient people
following racing to-day, and that there is
quite a big enough section of the community
earning their living from racing or trotting.
I quite agree with that. There are far more
people earning a living by racing or trotting
in this State than is justified by common
sense. Any man who is able to earn a liv-
ing oat of racing or trotting is only doing
so by the folly of the rest of the community.
Whether he be a proprietor of a proprietary
course, or whether he be a borse trainer,
trotting horse trainer, or whether he is actil-
ally engaged in racing or is making a book,
the same thing applies. All exist through
the folly of the rest of the community. It
is true that racing and trotting have largely
become a business matter. Perhatps it de-
pends upon the point of view. It is a burn-
mess wafter for those who make a living out
of the sport. If we can describe t%~ activi-
ties of the wild optimist as being a business,
perhaps it is a business for people who go
to races in order to try and make a living.
Racing mid trotting are supported in West-
ern Australia, as they are everywhere that
Anglo-Saxons congregate, by the congenital
optimism of the race. They hope, although
they are by no means convinced, that they
will be successful and will make a rise some
day. It is a form of folly. Most of our
amusements are forms of folly. I do not
know anything at which human beings spend
their spare time which in the light of cold
logic is not regarded as foolish. Where are
we to draw the linel We allow a certain
number of trotting meeetings to be held in
Perth, but are asked to refuse a similar
privilege for Fremantle.

Mr. Clydesdale- I did not slay that. Be
fair.

Mr, DAVY: The hon. member ii oppos-
ing the Bill on the second reading. It may
be that 12 trotting meetings for Fremantie

are too many. I cannot imagine, however,
why the hon. member should vote against
any meetings for Fremantle, and at the same
time be prepared to support 40 meetings
for Perth, Perhaps there ought to be only
five meetings for Fremantle. If any mem-
ber can convince me that this is sufficient
I will vote for five. If any member can con-
vince inc that there ought to be no trotting
meetings in Perth or Fremantle I should
agree with him.

Mr. Panton: I will be with you.
Mr. DAVY: The member for Canning

supports 40 meetings for Perth, but objects
to any in Fremantle. He is neither logical
nor just. What is sauce for the goose is
sauce for the gander.

Mr. Clydesdale: I did not say anything
of the sort, and you know it.

Mr. DAVY: He opposed the second read-
ing of the Sill veo- strenuously n oe
what vitriolically. T conclude, and I think
ev err- other mieinher concludes, that he is op-
posed to any trotting meetings being allowed
Jor Fremantle.

Mr. Hug-hes: He distinctly said the op-
posite. He said they could have their meet-
ings granted to them by the association.

Mr. DAVY: How are they to get them?
The Premier: By an amendment of the

Bill. I will afford members an opportunity
of voting that -way.

Mir. DAVY: If any member can satisfy
me that 40 trotting meetings arc enough for
the metropolitan area, and that some of
these can be taken from Perth and given to
Fremantle I shall be prepared to agree to
th at. So far as I am able to ascertain,
the arguments used against the Bill by the
member for Canning, have been mainly
personal against the gentleman who is
at the head of trotting in Western Aus-
tral is. That has induced rue to speak upon
the subject. I desired to protest against
persons outside this House being attacked
in what appears to me to be an entirely
irrelevant manner, when they are riot in a
position to defend themselves.

Mr. Hughes: Did you protest when he
attacked us?

Mr. DAVY: We have our remedy. I
Would remind the House that the thin-
skinned gentleman who has just interjected
found it necessary to invoke the aid of this
House when a mild jest was made about him
in the newspapers. If anybody had attacked
him in the way the gentleman of whom I
am speaking has been attacked to-night, he
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would have turned thle House upside down,
I suppose, and we would not have heard
the end of it yet. So far, no e ase has been
made against the Bill. If there is a ease to
be made, it should be made without any
reference to persons who are not here to
protect themselves, irrespective of whether
or not they have got into a dispute outside
the House with members of the House.

MR. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [7.46]:
do not know that my attitude towards rac-
ing generally has changed from what it was
when I entered this House. At all events,
my attitude towards the Bill will be that
which I adopted during the 1917 session, in
common with the member for Guildford
(Hon. W. ID. Johnson), the late Speaker,
and others-namely, to try to curtail racing
in Western Australia. I regret that a little
heat has been shown over this matter. T have
known the head of the Western Australian
'Trotting Association for nearly a quarter of
a century, and I. know what a splendid
citizen ho is.

Hon. 0. Taylor: One of the best.
Mr. LAMBERT: Unquestionably.
Mr. Davy: Hear, hear!
Air. LAMiBERT: He is a public-spirited

citizen, and unostentatiously has done a
groat deal of unselfish work. As far as rae-
ig can reasonably be conducted and con-
trolled, it is splendidly conducted and con-
trolled by the Trotting Association.

Member: Horses are controlled at times.

Mr. LAMBERT: Yes, hut that is not c on-
fined to trotting. We also see a trace of
control over the speed of horses on the gal-
loping courses. However, I understand that
that phase is inseparable from racing. No
person who controls galloping or trotting in
WTestern Australia can help that. But gen-
erally, we may admit that the tone of racing
in this State is comparatively high. I was
sorry to observe the heat exhibited by the
member for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale)
towards another gentleman who conducts an
analogous branch of sport. It should he
the desire of the Legislature as far as pos-
sible to reduce racing here, whether it he
trotting or galloping. When the parent
Act was before the House, I moved an
amendment to the effect that at the expira-
tion of five years all proprietary racing in
this State should cease. As far back as 1915
a joint select committee, from whose proceed-
ings I shall presently quote, also recom-
mended that proprietary racing in Western

Australia should be terminated.. I am not
speaking from any hostility towards pro-
prietary racing or those associated with it.
It is known to the member for Canning,
and known generally, that for reasons
which I regard as sound and unassailable,
in my opinion racing ought not to be con-
trolled for personal gain. After all said
and done, racing is a noble sport; and I do
not know that if I were sufficiently wealthy
I would not aspire to be the owner of a
racehorse that would be a credit to me and
to the racing community.

Hon. W. ID. Johnson: Why not acquire
one now and get wealthy

Mr. LAMBERT:. One does not get
wealthy in that way. We have it fromt a
man who is an undoubted authority that
racing is no longer a sport but has become
a business. Side by side with that state-
ment we may take the observation (f the
joint select committee which wvent cornipre-
hensively into the question, that the West
Australian Turf Club have lost control of
racing in this State. Plainly, it is incum-
bent upon the legislaturo of Western Aus-
tralia -to review the entire control of racing
so as to put the sport on an utterly differ-
ent basis. Like many members, I hold that
Fremantle is just as much entitled to have
a 'trotting association as Perth is, and just
as much entitled to have a galloping course.
I do not think it is right of the West Akus-
tralian Trotting Association and the West
Australian Turf Club to cut uip the dates
granted by Parliament and say, "We will
have so many trotting meetings in Patch,
and none whatever in Fremantle, and we
will have all the galloping meetings centred
in the metropolitan area, excluding- Fre-
mantle altogether.'' Such an attitude is
distinctly wrong. It is an impudent and
arrogant position to take up, inl ftice OP thle
decision of Parliament. Instead of the
member for Fremnantle ('Mr. Sleeman) in-
troducing legislation that would increase
the nuni,r of racing- dates, he should seek
to amend the 1917 Act so as to make it
incumbent upon both the West Australian
Turf Club and the West Australian Trot-
ting Association to grant reasonable appli-
cations for dates;. At this juncture I should
like to mention that only the other day I
had occasion to acknowledge with great
gratitude on behalf of the worn-out miners
of our goldflelds a handsome donation from
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the West Australian Trotting Assocation.
I have here a letter, couched in the most
appreciative terms, from the men control-
ling the organisation that cares for worn-
out miners. Unfortunately, the position of
the goldfields to-day is such that they
cannot get all the money that is needed for
the care and comfort of some of the old
battlers who, after toiling on the goldfilids
for 25 years, have fallen oil cvil days.

Mr. Stubbs: During the last ten years
£30,000 has been contributed to charity by
the West Australian Trotting Association.

Mir. LAMBERT: I am sure the opinion I
amn about to express will violently conflict
with the opinion of the member for Can-
ning (Mr. Clydesdale), but I believe that
racing is one of the few activities in which-
the whole of the proceeds, over and above
the stakes necessary for the existence of
the sport, should be devoted solely to
charity. I have held that opinion for a
long time, and I hope I shall always hold
it. Many men have invested money in the
establishment of racecourses in this State,
and their rights are unassailable. If the
time should ever come when Parliament, in
its wisdom, sees the necessity for the course
I suggest, those people should be adequately
recompensed for their losses. I moved an
amendment for the termination of pro-
prietary racing in 1917, being supported by
the member for Guildford and others; hut
nnfortunately my amendment was regarded
as scarcely relevant to the Bill. I still
think a time limit should be placed upon
proprietary racing here. Coming now to
the control of racing, I rind that the legisla-
tion whereby Lte W.A.T.C. get their
charter has never been amended since 2892.
The fact that -the club have huilt up rather
an extravagantly run organisation is
probably due to the circumstaince that their
activities have never been reasonably chal-
lenged, or perhaps even properly considered,
by Parliament since that timie. The joint
select committee of 1917 consulted all
Sources Of public opinion. I shall not
weary the House by reading all the recom-
mendations of the select committee, hut
any member who is interested in racing
will find in the committee's report a con-
crete exposition of racing as it stood InI
1915 and as it stands to-day, in 1925. The
select committee said-

From the evidence submitted and the ob-
servations of members the committee are of
opinion that there is an excess of racing in

the metropolitan area, and also at Kalgoorlie
and Boulder.
Such was plainly the case in 1916, and I
believe it is the case to-day, notwithstand-
ing that our population has slightly in-
creased since then.

Racing has now become a business carried
on directly or indirectly in pursuit of profit.
The element of sport, as far as the great maj-
ority of horse owners are concerned, is almost
entirely absent. The object of racing for the
improvement of the breed of horses appears
to the comm]ittee to have fallen from its orig-
inal base, and is now liglity regarded.

In point of fact, the committee of the
W.A.T.C., who should be reasonably repre-
sentative of Western Australian horse
breeders, had no. regard whatever in 1915,
for Ltme improvement of the breed of horses
in this State. Let me add that instead of
the mixed committee existing to-day, those
controlling -the W.A.T.C. should not include
one member who is not a horse owner or
horse breeder. Racing should not be con-
trolled by a scratch club, however admir-
ably it might be conducted as a club. If
by legislation a great part of the public
estate is handed over to an extremely ex-
clusive body for certain purposes, we have
a right to demand that those purposes shall
be carried out. Friends of friends should not
be jambed on the committee of the W .A. T. C.,
however desirable they may be as citizens.

Member: They have to be elected.
Mr. LAMWBE RT: That is true, but to-

day they restrict the membership of the
W.A.T.C. to, I think, 600.

'Mr. Clydes4dale: That is on aecount of not
hanving sufficient accommodation.

M~r. LAMABERT: But it is not competent
for the committee of the W.A.T.C., because
thley and their friends are already members
of the club, to limit the members of that
club who are privileged to enjoy the large
piece of ti-c public estate that hias been
vested in the club. It is an arrogant stand
to be taken uip by that committee, and
Parliament should not tolerate it.

Mfember: Have you been turned down by
them?-

Mr. LAMBERT: No, I have never offered
to become a memhter of the club. I maintain
that it is not within their province to
restric-t their membership. In doing so they
are acting contrary to the intentions of
Parliament.

lon. W. D. Johnson: It is obviously
wronq for them to do that.



1114 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Clydesdale. It is only until they have
sufficient accommodation for more.

Mr. LAMBERT: They have sufficient ac-
comnmodation for themselveo andl their friends
and, having a large piece of the public es-
tite, they are not entitled to restrict the mem-
bership. It may be all right for the Weld
Club, or some other exclusive institution, hut
it is not the right of this public, body to do
it. The reserve should he stricly~ con-
trolled, just as is Loton Park or any other
public park. Yet the W.A.T.C. say, "We
have as many members as we wrant, and we
are not going to take more." The sooner we
follow those recommendations of 1916 and
place racing on a totally different footing, the
better. Here we have the most shocking in-
dietmuent of the W.A.T.C. in recommendation
No0. 5.

Mr. Mann: What has this to do with the
Bill q

MAr, LAM BERT:- It has a lot to do with
the B~ill. The W.A.T.C. have ceased to have
effective control of racing.

Hon. Gl. Taylor: But the Bill is to give
12 dates to trotting.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am leading- up to the
point that if the-

Mir. Angelo: It is time you were getting
into the straight now.

Mr. Lutey: le is not at the barrier yet.
Mfr. LATB ERT: I do not know that the

hon. member, with his rotundity, appears;
straight at any' time. The W.A.T.C. have
ceased to have effective control of racing, yet
an hion, member asks that this business, which
is admitted to be a business, should he fur-
thecr foisted on the community. In 1916 this
body of inquiry recommended-

During the next three years race meetings
should be gradually reduced in the metro-
politan area and at Kalgoorlie and Boulder.
Yet we find an hion. member believing we
should increase the trotting dates and ex-
tend the industry to Fremantle.

H~on. G. Taylor: A very important
locality.

Mr. LAM1 M4EET: It is. I understand they
had a poll on this question at Fremantle. I
should say that all Corms of public opinion
there should he c.losely consulted before
trotting or racing is; foisted on the com-
munity.

Hon. J. Cunningham: I believe racing has
been aholished in Coolgardie.

Mr. TjAMBERT: Yes, largely because of
my good influence in that community,. Of
their own volition, in a prosperous district

like Coolgardie, they have decided to cease
racing and sell up the whole of the assets
of the Coolg-ardic Race Club. [ think that
vecry commendable.

Hon. (U. Taylor: It sounds like going into
liquidation.

Mr. LAMBERET: It shows that they have
decided that the big surplus of wealth made
and circulated there shall no longer be spent,
in the very unsuitable pastime of racing. I
know of no other reason why they should
tease racing in a prosperous centre like Cool-
gardie. I hope that bon. members before vot-
ing on the Bill will give serious consideration
to the question whether we require further
racing in the metropolitan area. To that ex-
tent I keep company with the member for
Canning (Mr. Clydesdale.)

Mr. Mann: We have been waiting to learn
which way you are going.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: He is just out of
the straight ixow.

Mr. George: Tell us bow you are going
to vote.

Mr. LAMBERT: Before deciding a ques-
tion of this nature, I never find it incum-
bent on me to consult the Chamber of Com-
merce, or the Chamber of Manufactures or
the licensed victuallers or the temperance
organisations; I consult my owu common
sense.

Mr. Mann: What about the Trades Hall?~
Mr. LAMBERT: No, I never consult the

Trades Hall.
Hon. 0. Taylor: They have a word with

you now and then.
Mr. LAI NBERT: When it becomes neces-
Sa'cto consult the Trades Hall on questions

of this nature, I shall not be found ini
Parliament. I do not know that there
ought to be in Parliament men who find it
necessary to consult the Chamber of Com-
merce on this and that. Having said
that-

Hon. Gi. Taylor: We now get the Bill.
Mr. LAMBERT: Having gone through

this series of interruptions, let me tell the
member for Fremantle that I do seriously
sympathise -with him in his desire to get
a trotting club at Fremantle. I have a deep
reg-ard for the community of Fremantle.
They a re a class of men who work hard
and, unfortunately, their work is uncertain.
That being, so, I do not know that I would
willingly put in their way the temptation to
spend money on racing and trotting. I
hope an endeavour will be made to meet the
wishes of the member for Fremantle. I am
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prepared to join with him and see if weI
cannot get some reasonable common sense
direction given, not only to the Western
Australian Trotting Association, but also to
the W.A.T.C. if necessary, so that every
separate community in the metropolitan
area who, after consulting public opinion,
desire racing or trotting, should be afforded
a reasonable opportunity to get a just pro-
portion of the racing that Parliament sees
fit to allow in the metropolitan area.

MR. PANTON (Menzies) 13.12] : 1 amn
inclined to think that those who have spoken
are viewing the Bill from a wioug angle.
It seemls to me that the only question we,
as a Legislature, should consider is that of
gambling or no gambling. We are safe in
agreeing with the member for Canning (Mr.
Clydesdale) and others that horse-racing
has long ceased to be a sport. It is purely
and simply gambling, commereialised gamb-
ling if you like. I know of no phase of our
social life that is regarded with more hypoc-
risy than is that of gambling. Certainly
the Australian has always been noted for
his love of a little gamble.

Mr. Marshall: Due to his adventurous
spirit.

Mr. PANT ON: That may be so. I also
believe that the extensive gambling of to-
day is a legacy from the war. During the
war period nobody attempted to obtain
donations or subscriptions by the old method
of direct giving. Whilst everybody was
war mad, funds for patriotic purposes were
raised by gambling in all its various forms.
Racing, trotting, raffles, art unions and many
other methods were used for the purpose.
As one occuipying- a position on a number
of executives of various charitable organiza-
tions, I say it is impossible to-day to raise
£1,000 by direct giving. Only a few days
ago I attended a meeting of representatives
of various charitable organisations, a meet-
ing called with a view to launching an ap-
peal for funds. One gentleman, oibcupying
a high and honorable position in local circles
devoted to charity, made the definite state-
ment that in his opinion the art of giving
was a lost art in Western Australia. That
is the position to-day and that is why I say
there is more hypocrisy indulged in with
regard to gambling in Australia than in any
otlr- p~haFe of our social life. If 'we con-
sider the question, we shall realise that it is
quite legal or open to people who can afford

it to gamble to their heart's content. They
can go to the racecourse at Ascot and it
costs them the best part of £1 to gain ad-
mission to the grandstand and before they
even look at a bookmaker. They can gamble
to their heart's content, and there are book-
makers paying heavy fees for the right to
make bets with them. But the man who has
probably only 5ls. or 7s. 6d. left after hav-
ing interviewed his wife about his wages is
uinable to afford to go to Ascot. If he wishes
to back his fancy and goes to the corner or
into a tobacconist's shop and t1i6 police walk
in, he finds himelf in the Police Court a day
or two afterwards, charged with betting or
somie other offence. lMen ca Sit around a
table in a cluh and play poker 'during the
greater part of a night without interference,
but if a poor Chinaman wishes to play fan-
tan, he is rushed by the detectives, locked up
and charged with gambling.

Hon. G. Taylor: Chinamen led a seamen's
strike procession in Fremantle the other day.

Mr. PANT ON:- That is one of the best
things I have known the Chinaman to do. I
aim talking of the distinction between classes
in the matter of gambling.

Mr. Teesdale: It is a scandal.
Mr. PAN TOIN: It is. if it is good

enough for people to go to clubs and play
poker, it should be good enough to leave
the Chinaman alone.

Mr. Teesdale: Theirs is a far less harm-
ful game than ours.

Mr. PANTON: I do not know about
that; I have not played it.

Mr. Teesdale. I have.
Mr. PANTON: Probably the hon. maui-

her is lucky that the detectives did not walk
into the place on that occasion. A man who
has a couple or three hundred pounds to
gamble with in some wild cat of which he has
scarcely heard away out in the never-never
is regarded as a speculator and not as a
gambler, but the worker who has only £1
to spare and who chances to go out and have
a game of two-up is -raided by the police
for acting illegally.

Mr. George: What is that gameI
'Mr. PANT ON: I am prepared to explain

it to the hon. member to-morrow and bet
him a couple of pounds that I "head 'em."
I am ready to assist the member for Can-
ning (MIr. Clydesdale) and anyone else to
abolish horse racing entirely if they are
prepared to undertake that task, hat I am
not prepared to grant to any particular club
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a maonopoly of horse racing. The member
for Canning argued that the popuilation of
the metropolitan area could not stand au
increase of racing dates and he added that
horse racing had become commercialised, I
say it is commnercialised gambling. If the
member for Canning is right in his conten-
tion, he has nothing to fear from an increase
of dates, because any man will agree that
no commercialised business would long be
rn at a loss. Hf this House is prepared to
grant 12 nights to Fremantle and the popu-
lation is not sufficient to make it a success, it
will. soon die of its own accord, or else Frc-
mantle wiUl take sufficient patronage from
Perth that Perth will have to be content
to run 12 nights fewer.

Eon. G. Taylor: It will rest -with the peo-
ple of Fremantle whether trotting there is
successful.

Mr. PAN TON: Quite so. I have suffic-
ient faith in the people of Fremantle to
know that they will not do anything very
rash. I am not greatly interested in racing.
During the last 10 years I have attended
two meetings of the trots and on both occa-
sions f went in order to show visitors from
the Eastern States what trotting was like
under electric light. I have attended the
Perth Cup and the Derhy on three occasions
for a day's outing and so I am not much
concerned about horse racing. 1 would go
a little further with the member for Can-
ning- and ask the W.A.T.C. to give the trade
union]s one day in the year to themselves.
We used to celebrate Labour Day in COcto-
ber, but we were not able to get th wealthy
men to forego their racing on that day.
Then we changed Labour Day to Mlay end
the racing clubs soon found sufficient reason
to hold races on that day. I ask them to
omit racing on that day so that the workers
may enjoy a day's sport apart from racing.
I am not particularly concerned whether this
is Brennan's fight or anyone else's. I should
like to see the Hill discussed from the point
of view of gambling. I propose to vote for
the second reading for the simple reason
that I cannot see why any club should have
a monopoly of racing. It -was interjected
that the trotting club has given a large
amount of money to chairity. The member
for Coogardie (Mr. Larrbert) said he re-
ceived a substantial cheque for a relief fund
the other dayv. Recently Mr. Brennan and
his secretary were asked to give a night's
trotting- in aid of the appeal for the blind.
Hlis reply was that he was sorry to say

all the charity dates had been allotted, but
that the enclosed cheque for £200 might be
of some use. It is a common occurrence f or
charitable institutions to receive substantial
cheques from the trotting association. So
long as funds are obtained for charitable in-
stitutions by gambling, whether by raffes,
art unions, sweeps, trotting- or horse racing,
I see no great harm in allowing another -12
nights, more especially in a town where
there is no racing at present. The people
who waited as a deputation on the Premier
no doubt conscientiously believed there
should he no horse racing in Fremantle or
anywhere else, and 1 agree with them, but so
long as gambling is permitted I shall not
stand for thle liberty of one class to gamble
to its heart's content while the worker, 'who
has not so much money to spare, is not
permitted to ganible too.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.25]:- I haveq
,been connected with horseracing all my
life-

Mr. Pan ton: Shocking!
Mr. BROWN: And have been president

of a galloping club, but I cannot claim to
hare bad much experience of trotting, a]-
though at one period I had a trotting horse
on which I myself won a race. Let me re-
late an experience I had not long ago. I
saw a small party of men congregated in a
certain Part of Perth and was curious to
know what they were doing. One man said
to me, "Don't you know who they are?" I
replied, "No." He said, "They' are trotting
men." I asked, "'What are they doing?"
And his answer was, "They, are putting their
heads together to see who is going to ivin at
the next trots."

Mr. Siceman: Where did you see that?
Mr. BROWN: On another occasion I at-

tended the trots in Perth when a friend
called me aside and said he could pat me
on to a good thing. I said, "Can you V" He
said, "Yes, you back a certain horse, but
before you back it, look out that it is not
a favourite." I strolled along the grouind
to the totalisator and had a look. I did not
understand the totatlisator very well, but I
could see that there were not many on that
particular horse. go I plunged my hit on
the horse. Then I walked around the course
to where the bookies were and then back to
the tote and, lo and behold I then found
that the horse I had hacked was favourite.
What happened then? When it got aronnd
to the hack Of the Course, the horse brokce.
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Member: And you broke too.
Mr. BROWN: That is so; I saw my horse

run about last. On aaotlier occasion I -was
unconsciously made the victim of a joke.
I was training horses in the Eastern States
at one time and a man gave me a horse
which he described as a maiden, saying it
could trot well. I took it to a race meeting
and got a jockey on the course, instructing
him to ride to win. He replied, -'ih.

.Hon. G. Taylor: ]. am surprised at you.
Mr. BROWN: I put my little bit of stuff

on that horse too and when it got past the
judge's box it stopped, but the jockey pro-
ceeded along the course. I found out after-
wards that that horse was a ring-in,
and so I named it Charcoal. Thus I
was the victim of a joke. The member
for Canning spoke of racing as a busi-
ness. I can confirm that statement; experi-
ence shows that racing has become a busi-
ness, and immediately it becomes CL business
it ceases to be a sport. Racing is not dlean,
either, because no owner is going to run bhis
horse for the convenience of the public. Any
man with a knowledge of horses knows how
little a horse can be put out of its stride.
Probably it is possible to run a system and
put jokes over the public and even the
stewards are not in a position to know. The
only things they have to guide them are the
performances of the horse. I consider that
the W.A.T.A. are selfisb- Fremantle is a
large town twelve miles distanf from the
Perth course and yet the W.A.T.A. believe
in nmonopolising trotting in the metropolitan
area. They know futll wvell that if dates are
given to the Fremantle club, revenue will be
lost to their body. If twelve racing dates
are required for Fremantle let them take
them away from Perth. If it does not pay,
trotting will then die a natural death. This
will be the only means of wiping out trot-
ting, that is to say if it does r6t pay. We
shall never wipe out horse-raciig, because
the public must have some sort of amuse-
ment. Racing is one of the finest sports a
man can indulge in. Every -person who goes
to a show is interested in the ring events.
If the quality of the horses engaged in these
events is poor the public go away disgusted.
I wagLer that 90 per cent. of visitors to coun-
try shows are interested in good trotting
events. How can we encourage the breed-
in a of horses or trotters if we do not have
raein&?O The advent of the motor ear has
meant that people who were interested in

good horses, or iii having a pair of good
carriage horses, do not now require them.
The only way to encourage the breeding of
horses is to induce people to breed them
so that they may win prizes at the races.
I do not know whether this is desirable or
not, but if we are not careful the breed of
trotters and gallopers will die out for lack
of encouragement. I am sure that none of
us would like to see that. The general
utility horse is already dying out. Immedi-
ately a horse has finished as a racer he is
not fit for anything else. It is the aim of
every breeder of horses to hreed-an animal
that will wipe a second or so off the previ-
ous record. I remember wefl when a cer-
tain mare could trot a mile in 2 minutes 10
seconds. That was regarded as a wonderful
performance, but in Australia we have
trotters that can eclipse that record. The
breeder of the galloper or the trotter will
always try to breed something that will
break a, record. If the people of York,
Northam or Pingelly were to apply to the
Trotting Association for racing dates they
would have no diffiulty in getting them. I
can see now why the Trotting Association
are opposing this Bill.

Mr. Sleeman: They are not. The gal-
lopers want the lot.

The Minister for Lands: The Trotting
Association wants the extra dates given.

Mr. BROWN: That puts a different com.-
plexion upon the whole matter. The opposi-
tion to this Bill evidently comes from those
who think it will encourage gambling. If
wve do not have trotting meetings we shall
have White City, or iome other irarmhling
place.

Mr. Sleernan: That is ten times worse
than trotting.

Mr. B3ROWN: Whippet or goat racing is
worse than trotting. I am opposed to
gambling. Last time I went to a trotting
meeting I did not put sixpence on a horse.

Mr. 'Marshall: You are speaking from
hitter esperience.

.Mr. BROWN: Yes T support the
second reading of the Bill, but I think the
racing fixtures ought to be restricted. We
do not want too many of them People are
already interested in racing, particularly
the women folk. Women seem to know
more about trotters than men. They know
the past records of the horses, and have an
idea which horse is going to -win, though as
a rule they are wrong. As time goes on
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and the population increases more racing
dates can be granted if necessary.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyay) [8.36]: I in-
tend to support the second reading of the
Bill. I am sorry the member for Pingelly
(Mr. Brown) took so long to ascertain the
position. I understand the Trotting Assoc-
iation are supporting the Bill. Fremautle
wants 12 trotting meetings a year in addi-
tion to the dates that are allowed under the
Act. I understand the Act. allows a number
of trotting meetings to be held in the metro-
politan area, but does not take into consid-
eration the number of meetings held outside.
If the people of Fremantle require trotting
meetings they should be put on the same
footing as people in the -rest of the State
outside the metropolitan area. In my elcc-
torhte we have trotting- meetings 12 times a
,year. We tried horse racing. I was con-
nected with that movement, not as a gam-
bler, nor as one who is keen on racing, hut
'as an organiser of the various forms of
sport required by the people. Horse racing
was a failure. The horses came into the
district, the jockeys, the bookies and the rest
of the spielers, and the money went out
and we were left with nothing. We con-
cluded that if we could organise trotting
meetings the farmers could have their own
trotters, which they could use in their farm-
ing operations and. could drive in the races.
Certain people want a certain kind of sport
and they will have it. We cannot prevent
jt. The people have a right to whatever
kind of sport they like.

Mr. Marshall: We legalise gambling on
the racecourses.

Mir LINDSAY: We found that trotting
was a fine sport. It is one that the people
can follow cheaply. When we hold trotting
meetings we know that we shall keep the
money that is spent upon themr in the dis-
trict. Trotting meetings cannot be held
anywhere without the authority of the assoc:-
iation. If such. a meeting is held it is re-
garded as unregistered, and jockeys who
take part are disqualified. The assoc-
iation has given us every assistance.
They have never had anything from us, but
they have allowed us one-third of the prize
money for the first three meetings that wve
held. In that way tEcy hare done something
to encourage trotting in the country. The
association are not like other racing clubs
who are out to make a profit. Any profit
they make is not returned to members. It

is utilised. in assisting charitable objeets and
in encouraging trotting in the country. They
are, therefore, doing some good in the State.
It has been said that the advent of the motor
ear has meant that there is a falling off
in the number of horses taking part in ring
events at shows. That is the case. At one
time we used to keep a light harness horse
with which to drive into town; now we use
a motor car. In districts that encourage
trotting the ring events Are up to the old
standard. We should do something to en-
courage the breeding of utility horses. I
have been told that galloping is designed to
encourage the breeding of good horses.
There is very little use for a galloper after
a certain time, but trotting horses are used
apart from racing, and are much more use-
ful for utility purposes than is the galloper.
I have never been much interested in horse
racing or trotting. I have never followed'
up the sport, and rarely go to a trotting or
galloping meeting. I hove taken part in
the formation of trotting clubs, because
there is a certain section of the community
that wants that form of sport, and I think
it is right they should have it. When I have
been to the trots I have frequently been told
of good things, but they have seldom came
to anything. Perhaps I have not been lucky.
I do not know imuch about the game, and do
not wish to learn. When I go to a trotting
meeting I go there for the sport of it not for
what I ean make out of it. I like to see
good horses in action, and to think that the
best horse has won. I have pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading of the Bill.

MR. STUBBS (Wagin) [8.45]: Early in
tbc war it was thought by everyone who
was serious that racing should be restricted.
This Bill seeks to amend the law which lim-
its the number Of rces which can be held
each year in the metropolitan area. I am
convinced that racing has come to stay, hut
it ought to he restricted. Any member
who contended that if we did away with
racing it would prevent gambling would be
arguing on wrong premises. The old
adage that racing is the sport of kings
still holds good. In supporting the
second reading of this Bill to give Fre-
mantle the same privilege as is enjoyed by
Wagin, Katanning, Narrogin, and indeed
almost every country town, I say that the
House would be doing Fremantie a wrong
by rejecting the measure. The number of
meetings granted to the metropolitan area

ills
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by the parent Act was a war-time restric-
tion, made at a period when many people
thought that racing should be stopped while
the fate of the nation was at stake.

M11r Lambert: Would you give the same
right to Midland Junction!I

Mr. STUBBS: Yes, if the Midland Junc-
tion people have enough local patriotism to
establish a trotting course.

The Minister for Lands: They had one
and sold it to the Trotting Association.

Mr. STUBBS: Not one shilling that the
Trotting Association get, over and above
the expenses of running the sport, is used
for any purpose except charity, or else in
assisting trotting clubs in other parts of
the State. I have been told on the best of
authority that you yourself, Mr. Speaker,
have a magnificent trotting horse; but I
do not think that you, Sir, indulge many
of your pounds in backing your own horse
or that of any other person.

The Minister for Lands: One mistake the
Speaker makes is that he does not tell us
-when his horse is going to win!

Mr. STUBBS: I was sorry to read cer-
tain comments in tMe newspaper the other
evening. The gentleman who wade them
will no doubt, on mature reflection, admit
that he was wrong with regard to members
of this House. However, I yield to no man
in my admiration of the work done by that
gentleman in the interests of charity, the
gentleman whom the member for Canning
(Mr. Clydesdale) to-night chastised rather
too severely, having regard to the fact that
he is not here to defend himself. The
organisation which Mr. Brennan and the
other gentlemen associated with him have
established has done magnificent service in
the canse of charity in Western Australia.
Not one of those gentlemen has ever pock-
eted a penny piece as the result of anything
done on the Trotting Association's coarse,
except that they may have invested a
modest pound in backing their fancy. I
hope the Bill will pass, because I feel sure
the people of Fremantle will not abuse the
privilege that Parliament is asked to grant
them. I am certain that trotting at Fre-
mantle will be conducted in the same man-
ner as trotting at headquarters.

MR. HUGHES (East Perth) [8.51] : From
the concluding remarks of the previous
speaker T gather that he has not an ex-
tensive experience of the people who are in
control of trotting. I can assure him that
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the gentleman who controls trotting rides
it with a more rigorous band than that ap-
plied to any proprietary club. I am guilty
of no breach of faith towards the trot-
ting people in my electorate. Before
the last election those people seat to
me a friend of mine who is interested in
trotting, and he told me that at my open-
ing meeting he was going to ask me whether
I was in favour of an extension of trotting
meetings.

Mr. Sleeman: You are introducing fresh
evidence now.

M~r. HUGHES: I said to my friend, "You
can have my answer now. I am convinced
that if there is any alteration in regard to
the number of trotting meetings, it will be
a reduction. The best thing you can do is
to sit tight on what you have now." It is
a tribute to my friend's good sense that the
matter was not pursued further. Similarly,
my answer to the gentleman who controls
trotting-

Mr. Stuhbs: He does not control it.
Mr. HUGHES: I say he does.
Mr. Stubbs: Hie is only one member of a

committee.
Mr. HTUGHES :, I will deal with that

aspect presently. I repeat that I have
committed no breach of faith. I came to
this House to advocate the socialisation of
the means of production, distribution, and
exchange.

Mr. Lath am: Bravo!
Hon. G. Taylor interjected.
Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member inter-

jeeting caine hare to do the same thing, but
failed.

Hon. G. Taylor: Oh, no
Mr. HTUGHES: The hon. member per-

haps found it more profitable not to do it.
He went over to the Government.

Mr. Marshall: He never got out of the
barrier!

Mr. HUGHES: I like trotting, If I
could afford it, I would own a trotter, and
not only for racing, but also for the rest of
the week. However, there is a limit. If the
number of non-producers in the community
is increased, necessarily a heavier burden is
thrown on the shoulders of those who do the
work. If more people engage in amusement
and what may be termed luxury, the harder it
is for the people generally to live.

Mr. Lambert: The legal profession is a
luxury.

IMn. HUGHES: One member of the legal
profession profited by the bon. memnber's ex-
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perience. Hlowerer, look where you are driv-
ing, or drive where you are looking.

Mr. Lindsay: Or change your lawyer!l
Mr. HUGHRES: Trotting, as has been

pointed out, is purely and simply an indus-
try. i do not think any person owns trot-
ters for the fun of owning them, except per-
haps. in the country, where a trotter may be
kept as a utility horse. But the trotter that is
raced in the metropolitan area is part of an
industry.

Mr. Stubbs: Is not the galloper part of
an industry?7

Mr. IFUGHES: Of course.
Mr. Stubbs: Then why single out trotting?
Mr. HUGHES: There is no proposition

before the House to increase the number of
galloping dates. While we are on the job,
Nye might as wvell reduce the number of gal-
loping dates, taking away the 22 dlays which
the galloping people admit they do not
want. It is the workers of the metropolitan
area that maintain the trotting and the gal-
loping. With all the praise for what has
been done by the gentleman who is the auto-
endt of the trotting world, it is Bill Bow-
yangs who provides the wherewithal.

Mr. Stubbs: Nobody asked him to do it.
Mr, HUGHES: But I did not hear the

lion. member state that aspect of the matter.
Mr. Lath am: Some of the East Perth

lcdies will not give you a rote again, after
that '-BilI Rowyangs."

Mr. HUGHES: The hell. memuber inter-
ji fling can put that to the test easily at the
necxt election. I hare discussed this Bill with
trotting owners and trainers whom I know.
One of them said to me to-day, "It is not
more trotting we want, but a better and more
de-mocratic control of trotting."

Mr. Stubbs-: There is a general meeting of
the Trotting Association every year. Why
does not he get a majority to agree with him?

Mr. HfUGHES: I will deal with that pre-
se-ntly: This is the position as it is stated to
mec by trotting owners and trainers. If we
give 12 additional nights to Fremantle, there
will niot be trotting in Fremantle and in Perth
on the same Saturday night. Hfon. members
will agree that it would be bad business to
hold a trotting meeting in Perth and another
in Frenmantle on the same night, because the
horses would all want to race either at Fre-
mantle or in Perth. At present there are 40
trotting nights in the metropolitan area.
There cannot be trotting for eight or ten
weeks in the year owing to uncertain
weather conditions.

-)I. 11anii Is not the difficulty more the
condition of the course?'

31r. litGHES: The condition of the
course is due to the uncertain weather. It
%N oulId not he possible to hare trotting on
those eight or ten nights. M~oreover, the
horses artust have a little relaxation. Horses
cannot he trained for the whole 12 months,
any more than a man ean be.

Mr. Sleem an: flow long would it take
to train you?

Mr. Lathan: Three months, and it has
not comle off yet.

Mr. HUGiHES: I had no occasion to go
into training, because I bad no opponent.
Notwithstanding that my stake Was Up, an
opponent was not forthcoming, Still, if any-
one else would like to take that prospective
opponent's place, I would put up the stake
a~amn. The horses must have some rest, an4
the two inonths during which trotting is im-
practicable provide the necessary relaxation.
It means that if 12 additional dates are
granted to Fremantle-and I quite agree
xvith F'remantle having 12 nights' trotting-
WtO shall find that in order to make up the
40 nights in Perth, there will be trotting in
Fremantle on Saturday night and in Perth
on Wednesday night.

Mr. Sleema an: J do not think we shiall find
any such thing.

Mr. HUGHIES: That is not mierely rmy
opinion, hut the opinion of persons inter-
ested in trotting-.

M-r. Sleem an: Not much interested.
IV lr. HUGHES: So much interested that

it i-i their living. I do not think the corn-
mu nity canl stand an additional mid-weekly
trotting mieeting. If the member for Fre-
mantle asked the Perth club to transfer some
of their dates to Fremnantle, I would be quite
wkith him. I say this although I represent
the con stituency in which the trotting takes
place. It is not right that ire should man-
opolise all the trotting, and I would be quite
agreeable to giving Fremantle 12 nights out
of the number allotted to the metropolitan
area. I do not want to see trots in Fr-
man tle on Saturday nights and in Perth on
Wednesday nights.

Mr. Stubbs: Where did you get your in-
formation; from the aristocrats?

Mr. HUTGHES: It is my own opinion
and the opinion of certain people interested
in trotting.

Mr. Latham: You know there is no
foundation for it.
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Mr. HUGHES: Otherwise we are going
to have unexpended trotting dates. I do
not see how they can fill in all their dates.

.)r. Stubbs: It will be easy, because be-
fore the Christmas and Easter meetings they
do not race every Saturday night. There
will be plenty of room for twelve nights at
Fremnantle without any trotting on Wed-
nesday nights.

Mr. HUGHES: Before the big meetings
they give the horses a rest for one or two
nights, that is all. I wvant to refer to
several things the member for Coolgardie
(Mr. Lambert) touched upon. I agree with
him the time has arrived for a different
method of controlling racing. I should
like to see Parliament take control of the
whole of the racing and put it under an
independent board. I agree that friends of
friends should not constitute the perpetual
control of racing. The treatment' meted out
by the W.K.T.C. to the jockey boys is a
disgrace to humanity. We all know that
the owner of a race-horse cannot try with
the horse in every race. What would hap-
pen if a boy had instructions to try to win
every Saturday!I The owner wvould never
have a market, never get a decent weight.
A jockey has told me that for three years
during his apprenticeship he had regular
mounts without ever having a trial. He
was merely to give the horse a run. The
boys get their instructions to put somne con-
trol on the horses. The stewards are look-
ing on, and a bo *y when he comes in breath-
less after a race-owing to his training to
reduce weight he is physically weak-is ex-
amined before the stewards and asked to
explain his conduct. If he were competent
to defend himself, which generally he is not,
before he can get his breath he is disquali-
fid for six or twelve months. It is not fair
play; it is not sportsmanship.

The Premier The Supreme Court
awarded a boy £700 for wrongful disquali-
fication.

Mr. HUGHES: Is the W.A.T.C. playing
the game towards these boys? Then the
boy goes along and appeals to the stewards.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What has this to
do with the Bill'?

Mr. HUGHES: The same thing applies
in trotting. The average jockey is not com-
petent to defend hmiself before the stewards.
A boy who was earning E1,000 per annum
told me that on going before the stewards
he became confused and did not know what

to say. When a boy, not capable of de-
fending himself is subpoened before the
stewards, he is not allowed to take a friend
in to speak for him. He is not given a
transcript of the evidence. Very often,
when up for riding a dead'un, be has done
it under instructions from the owner, his
employer. Yet ien subpwned before the
tribunal he is not allowed to have someone
to defend him. There is nothing very sports-
manlike about that. I should like .to see the
Act amended to provide that every boy
charged with malpractice on the course
should have the charge giveit to him
in writing, be subpwcned before an inde-
pendent board and have someone to defend
him. The law courts of the State gave a
boy £700 damages for the wrongful taking
away of his livelihood.

M r. Lindsay: Then he has some redress?
Mr. HUGHES: Because this boy had

been earning £1,000 per annumn and so had
some money with which to fight for *s
rights.

The Premier: He was out for three or
four years.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, until he had not a
bob in the world, and he has been chased out
of the country since then, notwithstanding
the verdict of the court.

Mr. Sleenian: Was that done by the
trotting club?

Mr. HUGHES: I will come to the trot-
ting. I wonder that the sportsmen of the
W.A..C. do not voluntarily institute a fair
deal for the boys charged with malpractice.

Hon. G. Taylor: The only way is to put
the owners uip.

Mr. George: And if they don't win, hang
them.

Mr. HUGHES: When a jockey boy goes
into the racing stables-

Hon. W. ID. Johnson: On a point of
order: I do not mind a reasonable thing,
but we are dealing with trotting, not with
galloin, and not with the treatment of
jockey boys by the W.A.T.C. The question
before the House is the extension of trotting
to Fremantle.

Mr. SPEAKER: The Bill before the
House is the Racing Restriction Act Amend-
ment Bill. Although I regret that most of
the speakers have gone a little wide of the
subject, yet all matters relating to racing
restriction are relevant to the Order of the
Dlay.
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Mr. HUGHES: The boys are placed in
an environment that does not fit them for
many other eallings should they meet with
an accident or lose their occupatibn. Con-
sequently disqualification means their bread
and butter. Another matter the boys have
grave complaint about: There is a fund for
the assistance of boys injured on the race-
course, but the boys have no voitt in the
management of that fuand, no one to speak
for them. They should have a direct repre-
sentative on the management hoard.

Mr. Teesdale: I wish you were on the
board instead of being here.

Mr. HUGHES: The lion. member is at
liberty to say what he likes in this Chamber
because he has taken the precaution to have
posted in all the pubs of the North-West a
pie-utterance apology for anything he might
say here. I have not yet reached the stage
of having a standing apology posted in all
the pubs.

Mr. Teesdale: No, you have not the
decency to apologise for anything.

Mr. HUGHES: If I had been as stupid as
was the hon. member, I would readily make
an apology, not as he did, wait until I was
forced @o make it. Let us compare the
treatmnent meted out to the boys in the
trotting world with that to which those in
ilic gal1loping world arc subjected. One
gentleman exercises an almost exclusive
control in trotting. An effort was made to
institute some democratic control over trot-
ting in Perth. But of the board of four,
three men while they continue to agree can
control the trotting. It was common talk
among trotting- people that horses owned
by certain members of the board bad a
privilege. The inconsistencies of certain
horses are not noticed, owing to the
identity of their owners.

Mr. Lindsay: Why insinuate; why not
malke a complaint?

Mr. Stubbs: It is wrong.
M1-r. HITCHES: It is not wrong. In the

early days of trotting one man owned a
nuimber of horses and it was commonly re-
ported that those horses had a, privilege.
I have heard it time end time agair. wvhen
the public have questioned the .. n.ing oe
those horses.

Ron. W. D. Johnson: Do vou believe it
because you heard it?

Mr. HUGHES: No, because I saw it; I
was there and witnessed how inconsistent
were some of those horses.

Mr. Stubbs. Are you competent to judge?
Mr. HUGHES: I was not competent to

judge as to which night they were going to
win, but 1 was competent to judge whether
the horses ran consistently or inconsistently.
One does not need to be a university man
to be a. judge of that. It is the feeling
amongst trotting people to-day.

Mr. Mann: But that man doesn't own
any horses to-day.

Mr. HUGHES: No, but it is the feeling
amongst trotting people that it wats so
when he did own horses..- Nor can the hon.
member ha too sure that the person alluded
to does not own any horses to-day. Re-
cently lie offered a horse to a friend of
mine, or suggested that he should take over
some horse that had been brought over.
Men who, unfortunately, have had quarrels
with this autocrat

Mr. Stubbs: You are very unfair.
Mr. HUGHES: What is unfair about dis-

cussing a measure before the Housel
Mr. Stubbs: He is not here to defend

himself.
Mr. BlUSHES . Was I at the Palace

Hotel the other night I
Mr. Teesdale: No; you only patronise the

cool drinks shop.
Mr. SPEAKER :The hon. member is

going too far in his personal criticism of
members of the association. He must con-
fine himself to matters relevant to the re-
striction of racing and must not deal with
persons.

Mr. HUGHES: I regret that my remarks
have been interpreted as being personal. I
have been discussing the control of trot-
tin~g puire and simple, and my object has
been to show that a more democratic con-
trol is necessary.

Mr. Lambert: In fact, you intended to
be complimentary.

Mr. HUGHES : Yes, according to the
standard set by my-, adversary. There is a
suggestion that men, by virtue of holding
!er tain positions and of being owners, get
an undue preference. The only way to
eliminate that is to make the control elec-
tive, so that every person on the board will
have to run the gauntlet of an election by
his fellow members.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
gone quite far enough. The points he is
making do not affect the restriction of
racing or the amendment of the Act. He is
dealing with defects in the organisation of
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the existing i-acing bodies and that is not
the subject of discussion.

Mr. Sampson: Alleged defects.
Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, alleged defects.
Mr. HUGHES:- I am sorry you have beern

obliged to stop me. I thought we were dis-
cussing the whole field of racing. If I ant
not permitted to deal with other than the
question of the 12 dates, I can only repeat
that it we grant Fremnantle 12 dates with-
out imposing, any restriction upon the trot-,
in JPcrih, we shall have mid-weekly meet-
ings and shall impose an additional comple-
nient of racing on the conmmunity which it
is not able to stand.

MR. TEESDALE tRoebourne) [9.17]
The outstanding feature of to-night's de-
bate has been the scandalous waste of
time.

Mr-. SPJEAKER: Order! The hon. mein-
her must niot reflect upon the House.

Mr. TEE SDALE: For 41/ hours we have
been discussing a matter that is not worth
twopence-ha'penny to the public at large.
If we had devoted the time to discussing
something of serious moment to the State,
it would have 'been much more profitably
spent. All the reminiscences and all the
impassioned orations on the part of mem-
bers, I consider, have not influenced any
member one iota. We came here with the
idea of voting for or against this measure
and I consider it to be nothing more or less
than waste of time to have discussed it so
long. If the matter had been taken to a
division, a decision could have been secured
in half an hour. I support the second read-
ing on this occasion as I did on the previous
occasion, not because I believe in racing
altogether. I think there is too much
racing in Australia, but eventually it will
tell its own tale and then the public will
take steps to stop it. I am not in favour
of a boon being denied to a particular town
that is enjoyed by the people of Perth. We
talk about decentralisation week after
week and month after month. Why not be
consistent and give Fremantle the right to
meetings suich as we have in Perth!

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Ciuildford)
[9.191: Like the member for Hoehourne. I
deplore the loss of time in discussing thic
Bill, and T shiall no"- proceed to lose a little
more time. Reg&arding- the number of dates
now enjoyed by the trotting asqociation. it
is reasonable to ask whether that number is

beyond the public requirements. The mem-
ber for Canning Ohx CI)dasdale) states
that certain days are allotted to the galops
that are not utilised at present, but we know
perfectly well they are not utilised because
the public patronage will not permt of their
being utilised. There are not sufficient peo-
ple to make those extra days a profitable
proposition. I agree with the member for
Canning that somne race meetings are con-
ducted at anything but a profit. Therefore,
even with the present number of dates, it is
evident that the public are over-catered for
ais regardsi gallopin_,. But no one can argue
that that is so as regards trotting. I do
not go to the trots often-I have been about
half a dozen times-but I am told that night
after night the ateommodaiion for the pub-
lie is taxed, and that the number patronis-
ing the trotting is out of proportion to the
number patronising the gallops. Surely
then we should ask ourselves whether 40
meetings are suiffciezat to supply the de-
mands of the public in and around Perth.
The question must be answered in the nega-
tive; the number is not sufficient. Then we
have to ask ourselves how it is that the
trotting association arc limited to 40 meet-
ings.

Mr. Latham: Really 35, because five arc
for charity.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON.- Yes. I took
part in the discussion of the Racing Restric-
tion, measure and I can say that during the
whole of my experience in Parliament I
have not come across anything so unhealthy
as was associated with that Bill. We know
that thie circuimstances operating at that time
were such that something had to be done.
It "-as not a question of dealing with rac-
ing; it was a question of purifying and safe-
guarding the public against something that
bad grown up in our midst and that was
anything but a credit to 'Western Australia.
I refer to the unregistered racing, which had
gone ahead by leaps and bounds. I believe
I cannot prove the statement-that unreg-
istered racing went ahead because of the au-
tocratic administration of affairs by the
W.AT.C. It became so dangerous that the
public realised that something must he done.
As the pember for Canning pointed out, the
late 'Mr. ~. took an active part to get rac-
ing& restricted.

Mr. Clydesdale: In conjunction with me.
Ron. W,.D. JOHNSON: Quite so, but it

wvas done because of the position of unreg*-
istered racing, not of registered racing. In
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order to get rid of the unregistered racing,
1 am of opinion that Mir. Cox and others
had to pay the price. When the restrittion
measure was introduced, it is true, as the
member for Coolgardie hais pointed out, that
quite a number of us took part with a view
to getting defined the extent to which pro-
prietary interests should be maintained and
encouraged in this State. We were unable
to do anything because of the arrangements
that had been made. When the Bill was in-
troduced we could get no details as to the
reason for its introduction or why the 70
meetings had been decided on or bow they
were to be distributed. It was only after
a pretty late sitting and by the adoption
of stone-walling tactics that we were able
ultimately to declare exactly how they were
being distributed. We then found, as-we
know exists to-day, that the proprietary
clubs were getting more than a fair share
of what they were entitled to.

Mr. Clydesdale: Eight days each.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is not the

number that go to the particular club; it
is the number of clubs that get the particu-
lar patronage, and the fact of there being
four proprietary clubs is a downright scan-
dal that should not be allowed to continue.
The W.A.T.C. contribute a certain amount
of money to charities from the races ran
under their control, but here we have pro-
prietary interests permitted by Parliament
to have the same racing and they are under
no obligation to contribute and, so far as I
can ascertain, hare not contributed anything
to charity.

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order, is there
anything in the Bill about proprietary race
clubs?7 Is the hon. member is order!

Mr. SPEAKER: There is racing by pro-
])rietary clubs, and the hon. member is deal-
ing with that form of racing.

Mr. Clydesd ale: I ask that the member for
Guildford withdraw the statement that the
proprietary clubs have not contributed any-
thing to charity. I myself last year contri-
buted £2,500 to charity. Why should, the
hon, member make such a statement!

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I am only going
on information Supplied to me by a Minis-
ter.

Mir. SPEAKER: The member for Can-
ning objects to the statement and it must
hbp withdrawn.

Hon. W. Dl. JOHNSON: Very well, I Will
withdraw it. I amn informed that the ehard.
ties of this State get regular contributions

from the funds of the W.A.T.C., and tha
while the proprietary clubs run certain meet
ings. for charities, the individuals contri
bute nothing to charity. The bon. inembe:
asked for it and has got it. Ini the measur
originally introduced, provision was no
made for any dates for trotting. The mos
extraordinary thing about that BiLl was t114
little it contained apart from guarauteeiu
76 raeetings for the race clubs. The Bill wi
origin ally introduced did not provide foi
any tOtting meetings. It recognised trot.
ting, by recognising the trotting association
and it was only by persistency on the par,
of members who complained of the grosi
injustice being perpetrated 'that it was ulti.
mately decided to provide in the measuri
a certain number of meetings for the trot,
ting association. On that occasion we dit
not get anything like a fair deal. The trot.
ting association, though given 40 meetings
were not given what they were entitled to
I consider that an injustice was done a,
that time. I have voiced this opinion or
various occasions, and I am prepared to d&
anything possible to right the wrong don4
to the association at that time. I believe
'with other members, that the Fremant6i
people are entitled, if the people so wish
to have trotting in their midst. We bav4
no right to deny it. Some members hav,
suggested the tranisferring to Fremantle oi
some of the 40 meetings at present allottc&
to Perth. In reply to that I would agali
point out that Perth at present is not over
catered for-and that is the only safe mndi
cation-inasmuch as the general pub
lie cannot get sufficient accommodatini
at the limited number of meetings held
Therefore, to take any meetings from Pert]
and give them to Fremantle would constitot'
a very g-rave injustice to Perth. I regre
that personalities have been introduced int(
the debate. A reflection has been east upoz
a gentleman I have known for 30 years.
I knew Mr. James Brennan in liannans
Kalgoorlie, when he was in a small way o:
business. I knew of his association with pub
lie matters then, and I have known him eve
since. I wish to pay a tribute to the publi,
interest that man has displayed in all on:
matters affecting the welfare of the citizen
of the State.

Mr. Hughes: Baird's Arcade, I suppose
Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: I speak ofj

man as I find him. I am not preared to ac
cept the opinion of the member for BEas
Perth about someone I know possibly bette:
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than he does. I regret exceedingly that any-
thing has been said reflecting upon a man
who gains nothing from the sport. It is not
P proprietary interest. This is a matter in
which men make available a certain amount
of their time for the purpose of controlling-
the sport that the public enjoys. All we have
to ask ourselv-es is whether these men are
conducting the sport in a w'ay that reflects
c redit upon them and the State. Of those
who come from other parts of the world not
one who has attended the trotting meetings
has done other than give praise to the gen-
eval administration of the Trotting Associa-
tion and the surroundings of the grounds.
This body has conducted itself in a way that
has appealed to the public. People who have
visited our shores have -paid a trLibute to its
administration. The public patronage demon-
strates that people are not over-catered for
in the matter of trotting. It is reasonable
that we should gi'-c to the people of Fro-
inante the limited number of dates asked for
by the Bill.

MR. ANGELO (lGascoyne) [9.83]: 1 can-
not see why Fremnantle should not have a
certain number of racing dates.

The Premier : The debate has given us
the largest attendance of members in this
Chamber that we have had this session.

Mr. ANGELO: I notice that the Bill pro-
poses to increase. the number of rating dateq
by 30 per cent. The member for Fremantle
(Mr. Sleeman) must have been impressed by
the views of members who think that Fre-
mantle should have a certain number of rac-
ing dates allotted to it, although they do not
want to see the number of racing dates in
the muetropolitain area increased. I suggest
that the hon. member should induce some
other member to move that progress be re-
ported, so that hie with his friends may dis-
cuss the matter with the Trotting Associa-
tion, and see if that body cannot be induced
to forego some if not all of the 12 racing
dates.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [0.34]:
1 have very little knowledge of racing.
When I do go to a racecourse I keep both
hands in my pockets with the intention of
seeing that no, one deprives rue of that
which I hare there. Those who are opposed
to the Bill are at sixes and sevens in their
arguments. The member for East Perth
(Mr. Hughes) has attempted to enlighten
those of us who know nothing about racing.

He says that if 12 racing dates are given
to Fremantle all the horses and all the
men, the trainers, the jockeys, etc., will be
compelled to go to Frenmantle to race.

Mr. Hughes: They will.
Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Can-

ning, who tan also speak authoritatively
upon horse racing, says that if the 12 dates
are given to Fremantle we shall have a new
set of horses, and of men and of racing
facilities generally, and that there will be a
further exclusive imposition upon the pub-
lic over and above that which exists in
Perth.

Mr. Clydesdale: I said there would be
an increased number.

Hon. G. Taylor: Additional capital cost.
Mr. MARSHALL: That is what I say.

There will be, according to the hon. win-
her, a further imposition upon the public,
while the memher for East Perth says that
this will not he so. Both members, who
profess to know something about racing,
hold different views.

Mr. Clydesdale: That is not uncommon.
Mr. Hughes: Do you not think the Perth

trotters will go to .Fremantle to trot?
Mr. MARSHA LL: Of course I do. The

member for East Perth rightly says that
all the appointments, all the facilities of
the sport, and all the wealth necessary to
trotting in Perth are p)roduced by the
wvorkers. That is correct. If we deny that
section of the community the right to enjoy
that form of recreation, vihat right have
we to do it?

Mr. Hughes: I would give them a voice
in its control.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: That is not the hon.
member's argument. He said we should
cut it out. He insinuated that if trotting
were entirely aholished it would be a good
thing for the workers. I do not care
whether a man happens to be a worker for
the time being, or to be a non-worker, but
if there is a class of healthy sport or
recreation which he finds appeases his
appetite, particularly if there are many
people so inclined, we should not interfere
'with it. A man has as much right to go to
a trotting meeting as elsewhere, if he finds
that it relieves him of the ordinary
monotony of everyday life.

Mr. Hughes: Why should he not have
the right to make a bet in a gambling shop!

Mr. MARSHALL: We should not legis-
late inconsistently. We should not allow
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gambling to take place openly on the race-
course and not in any other part of the
city,

Mr. Sampson: That is another question.

Mr. MARSHALL: We have no right to
legalise gambling in one part of the State,
and call it a crime if it goes on in the city.
We should control gambling and betting.
There should be legalised shops in, thle city
where a man can make a bet juist as hie can
on the racecourse. It is not possible t.0
legislate for thle abolition of gambling. I~t
is only hypocritical of 'ais to suggest that
we can do so. The member for Canning
made unfair comparisons with regard to
the Trotting Association and figures culled
from the Eastern States. It appeared to
me that there was some motive behind his
argument-though I am not charging himn
with any motive in the matter. The idea
that we should forfeit certain ineettings in
Perth with a view to granting 10 or 12
meetings to Fremnantle seems all right on
the face of it. If we were glutted with
race meetings or the demand for them was
over-supplied it would be a good argument.
I am, however, Ted to believe that if there
were fewer, trotting meetings a greater
amount of wealth would be available for
the Satturday: afternoon meetings. It goes
without saying that if we abolish trotting
there would be mrany thousands of pounds.
now devoted to trotting, that would 1)e
rendered available for the galloping races.
That is what I make out of the remarks of
the hon. member. From what I have seen
of trotting meetings I amn confident that
the people who attend tham in Perth are
not over-catered for. In the warm weather,
because of the large attendances at the
meetings, the appointments and accomm-
dation are overburdened. If we are going
to allow trotting in Fremantle we must add
to the racing dates. It would be unfair to
adopt a policy of robbing Peter to pay
Paul. We are not over-catered for in the
matter of trotting meetings, though that
may he the case in regard to galloping.
The Bill should meet with the support of
all members. Fremantle has as much right
to hold trotting meetings as any other part
of the State. It is a question entirely for
the people of the port. It will he in their
hands to show whether it will he a success
or not. The enterprise will not be carried
on unless it pays its way. If the people ol?
Fremantle do not support it, it Will go

under. The grounds used by the Trot tin
Association in Perth are by no means tc
large for the patronage that is accordedt
the mneetings; in fact, the aceommodatia
is scarcely sufficient to cope wXith th
crowds that go there. The memblc
for Canning (11r. Clydesdale) drew
compjarison between the WVest Auistralia
Trotting Association and trotting associt
dions in the Eastern States, and )oiflte
out that the latter held only 40 meetings fu
a population of two millions, while het
there are, 35 meetings for a population co
some 100,000 in the metropolitan area. Trol
tig in the East, however, is mainly cot

dueted in opposition to the gallops, run o
Saturday or Wednesday afternoon. Prot
hably (1S per cent. of Eastern trotting meal
inos are run on the same days and at th
same hours as galloping meetings. From th
point of view of proprietary clubs and th
W. -A.-T.C. it is the redeeming feature of ou
Trotting Association that trotting meeting
arc not run in direct opposition to gallop
ping meetinigs. The Trotting Association r(
cognised that it would he better for them, a
well as better for the galloping clubs,
trotting were conducted by electric light. I
mteans that pcopl4 who in days gone b,-would have gone to the gallops satisfy thci
appetite for sport nowadays by having 55
on the trottinq tote instead of jputtin
their money on the totes at the gallopin
courses. The Trottingo Association do shoi
some regard for the people who control th
other form of racing. Naturally, those wli
are interested in proprietary courses, an,
headquarters also, look with some concer
upon night trotting, which takes money fror
them, and to which they are in consequene.
strongly opposed. I assume that the Hil
will pass. The people of Fremantle shoul,
not be subjected to the expense of going t
Perth or Helena Vale in order to obtain;
certain form of recreation or sport which
permitted by the law. If they have th
courage and the money to promote and foste
trotting, they should have trotting meet
ings just as Perth has them. And so, fo
that matter, should other centres. I see n
reason why any part of the State should b
catered for in this respect while anothe
part is refused a similar concession.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle-in reply
[9.471: Having listened with interest to t
remarks made this evening, I am so firmI',
convinced of the poorness of the case agains
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the Bill that I do not feel warranted in tak-
ing. up the time of the House by replying at
any length. Whilst sitting here, 11 was re-
minded, from my Sunday-school days, of the
quotation-

Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out
of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see
Clearly to east out the mote out of thy brother's
eye.

That sentiment seemed very applicable to
some members of the House to-night. I will
refer to two statements made by the member
for Canning ('Mr. Clydesdale). One was that
the Trotting Association had promised Fre-
mnntle some dates subject to certain guarani-
Lees, and that when these were fixed up they
repudiated the Fremantle club. I have Con-
;nlted the Fremantle club, and they assure
rue that nothling of the kind ever took place.
3ince the member for Canning spoke, I have
:ommunicated With the Fremantle club again,
ind have received another assurance that no
inch promise was ever made. The u. mem-
.)cr also said that when the Fremantle peo-
)Ile had a racecourse, they could not support
t. H1aving gone into that allegation also, I
are received information that the Fremnantle

secing body was going along very nicety
rhen vested interests from the Eastern States
tune along and said, "We now have money
dmd we arc going to increase the stakes so
hat you will not be able to carry on." Thus
iresure wats put on the Fremantle club to
ell their course. The result was that shortly

terwardt the proprietary club which)
ought out the Fremantle organisation closed
own the Bicton racecourse. So Fremnantle
'as left withiout a course. To the member for
'ast Perth (Mr. Hughes) 1 am not going to
ap~lY at all. I listened to a tirade of abuse
rem him against a juan who is outside the
[ouse. I hope I shall never get down to the
vel of attacking a man who is outside the
[ouse, though perhaps at times I may have
ipped a little.
Mr. Hughes: He was not ahusing me the

:1-ir night!

Mr. SLEEMAN. I hope I shall never get
scan to that level. I hardly know the gentle-
an in question, having spoken to him only
ituo or three occasions; therefore, I bold
)brief for him. The member for East

?rth also abused the West Australian Turt
oh, hut T know nothing about that matter.
The Premnier: What about your criticism
Carter in connection with the Fremantle

arbour Trust!

mni1

Mr. SLEEMAN: I certainly criticised
his actions, but I did not get down to any-
thing like the level of the member for Eaat
Perth.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:

Ayes .. . .27

Noes .. . . 8

Majority for

Mr, Angelo
Mr. Angwin
Mr. Brown
Mr. Coverley
Mr, Cunningham

Mr. Davy
Mlr. W, JJ. Johason
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lathes
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Iutey
Mr. Mann
Mr, Marshall
Mr. McCallum

Mr. Clydesdale
Mrt. Collier
Mr. Hughes
Mr. Lamond

AYES.
Mr. George
Mr. Wilson

AYES.

Noma.

PAIS.

19

Sir James Mitchell
Sr. Ziuinale
Kr. North
Sr. Panman
M~r. Sampson
Mr, Sliaman
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Teestae
Sr. A. Wansbrough
KSr, C. P. Wanebrough
Sr. Withers
M r. Heron

(Teiter.)

Mr. 'Killington
Mr. J. Mt. 1Smith
Mr. Troy
Mr. Corboy

(Teller.)

Nogn.
Mr. Lamnbert
Mr. Barnard

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair, Mr. Sleeman in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Amendment of Section 3:
Mr. HUGHES: I hope this clause will not

be agreed to, and I am very sorry for the
contemptible attitude adopted by my col-
leagule from Fremantle.

The CHAIRMAN: Order, p~lease! That
has nothing to do with the clause.

Mr. HUTGHES: I very much regret the
unmanly nature of his abuse.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member will confine l-is attention to the
clause.

Mr. HUGHES: As we are discussing a
sporting measure, surely I am entitled to
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reply to an attack made under the privilege
of -replying to a debate.

The CHAJRMAN: No. The hon. mem-
ber must confine himself to the clause before
the Committee

Mr. HUGHES: I hope the clause will not
he agreed to because we have seen what sort
of hypocrites they are in whose bands we
are asked to -place the control of trotting in
Fremantle.

.Kr. Sleom an: I. ask that that remark he
withdrawn.

The CHAlill.AN: The member for Fre-
mantle has asked for a withdrawal.

,%r. fiU0GHES: i withdraw, Sir. Of
course the hon maember had no trouble,
k nowing that he-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! U nless the
inember for East Perth is going to discuss
the clause, I must ask him to resume his
seat.

Mr. HUGHES: We are going to estab-
lish at Fremantle a sport which we all know
is one wherein dishonest people can rob the
public. There is nothing in the Bill to show
'rho is going to control trotting at Fre-
mantle. There is nothing to show whether
owners will get a fair deal. The club's
regulations have not been laid before the
House. We do not know that the same con-
ditions will not apply at Fremantle as apply
in Perth, where, if a man falls foul of the
joss he is out. Mr. Carter might try to run
a trotter. What sort of a deal wouild he
getI

The CHAIR-MAN: That has nothing to
do with the clause.

Mr. HUGHES: Who is Kping to control
the conduct of these twelve meetings?

Mr. Lindsay: The trotting association.

Mr. HUGHES:- But we are told it is not
so. Trotting is a sport wherein, if people
so desire, malpractice can be indulged. We
are entitled to know whether there is going
to he any control, or whether the control is
to be exercised by people with beams in their
eyes. I would like to hear from the member
for Fremantle under what conditions the
trotting is to be run. He should have laid
before us the regulations under which the
twelve meetings are to be conducted. As
a protest against the lack of information I
move an amendment-

That in line 5 the word '"twelve"' be struck
out.

The PR1EMIER: I ask the bon. memb
to withdraw the amendment, for I desire
move one in an earlier line.

Mr. Hughes: I wilt withdraw.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The PREMIER: I move an amen
met--

'I hat in lines 1 and 2 the words ''Alter t
words 'thirty-fiVe' "' be struck out.
Mly object is to insert 'twenty -three." Tb
will permit of the same number of trottli
meetings being held in the metropolitan ar,
as arc held to-day, and which was the jute
tion of the House when the Act of 1917 w
passed-with this distinction, that Per
will have 23 meetings while Fremnantle w
have 12. During the second reading the c:
was that Frenmantle was just as much c
titled to hav e trotting meetings as w%,as Port
My amendment will allow of that.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Robbing Peter
pay Paul.

The PREMIER1: No, it will be pafth
the trotting association in the plaee Parli
Went intended it to occupy when the Act
1917 was passed.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: No.
The PREMIER: I say yes, and I kno

as much about it as does the hon. membc
The Act of 1917 says that no trotting met
ing shall he held in the metropolitan arq
except by permission of the trotting ass
ciation; and it further says that not ma
than 35 meetings shall he held in the ruetr
politan area; and it defines fie metropolih.
area as being within a 35-mile fadius of tl
G.P.O. If Parliament intended that Per
alone was to have 35 meetings, why did
make that -radius of 35 miles from the po
office? It clearly intended that any pla'
such as Midland Junction, Guildford or Fr
mantle should have trotting meetings if'
so desired. So it was clearly intended th:
not wore than 35 meetings should be he
within a radius of 35 miles from the G.P.4
Yet the trotting association has taken up E
autocratic stand and said that Premant
shall not have any trotting meetings. TI
trotting association has -refused to allow Fr
mantle dates. Although Parliament has d
dlared that 35 meetings shall tea held with',
a radios of 35 miles from the G.P.O., tl
trotting association have read that, not
35 miles, but as three miles. Because of thi
the Bill has been introduced, not to put ti
trotting association in its place by savir
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to it, "Yushall comply with the reasonable
requests of Fremantle and let them have a
number of dates," but "We will increase the
number of dates by 12, and so Perth shall
still retain the number it has had in the
past." It was a great mistake that this
House should ever have granted such power
to the trotting association.

Hon. W. 1). Johnson: Although it is all
right to give it to proprietary racing clubs.

The PREMIER: I know nothing about
them. I might say, as so many others have said
this evening2 that I seldom attend meetings
and never bet and do not know anything
about the game. Notwithstanding those de-
nials, to-night we have had a larger attendJ-
ance in the Chamber, and a greater display
of interest in the procediugs than ever be-
fore. I agree with the member for Roe-
bourne (Mr. Teesdale) that we miight well
have been discussing matters of more
weighty concern. If Fremantle wants trot-
ting, it has a right to have it. The explana-
tion has been put forward that a referendum
was taken in F'renmantle and that it endorsed
the proposal to have trotting. A referen-
inns was taken some five years ago, of the
munieipality of Freinantle only, not of
North Fremnantle, nor of East Frenmantle.
N-Ioreovcr ' it was taken on the mayoral roll.
AU that time it was proposed to hold trot-
-ing on the Fremantle Oval and so, perhaps,
It was right that the vote should be talken
rn the municipality of Fremantle only. But
aow it is proposed to hold trotting in East
F'remantle. So, if it was a right thing to
onsult -the citizens of Fremnantle only five

mears ago before trotting was foisted on
hbem, it is equally right that they should
ie consulted to-day.

Mr. L~ambert: In the Bill it should he
nade mandatory that a referendum be taken.

The PREMIER:- That is so. We shall
ie stuli Cying ourselves, implying that we
;re subservient to the trotting association, if
ye increase the number of meetings to be
neld in the metropolitan area. There is
imple racing, both galloping and trotting,
n the metropolitan area to-day. Person-
.lly I think there is far too much. There
s more racing in the metropolitan area to-
Lay than. according to population, there is
nL any other part of Australia, not even ex-
hidingr Sydney and Melbourne. It is the
uty of Parliament, since we have the Bill
'efore us. to consider -whether it is good
or the reople. Ts it held that in view of
he number of People who desire to engage
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in two-up-a much fairer game than trot-
ting-we should set up stands for tben on
the Esplanade and let them go? Is Partia-
ment to concede every wish that comes for-
ward, irrespective of whether it is for the
welfare of the people)

Mr.% Davy:' You say it ought to be decided
by referendum.

The PREMIER: I have no objection to
that method. We have no idea that the peo-
ple of Fbremantle want, trotting. We do
know that there are in Perth people who are
not Fremantle citizens at all, people of Perth
and Guildlord and M1idland Junction who
say that Yreniantle must have trotting.
What is it to do with the people of 'Midland
.Jinction or of Perthl It is a matter inti-
mately aiffecting the people of Fremantle.

Mr. Sleem an: There are people outside
Fremantle. who say that Fremantle shall Dot
have it.

The PREMLIER: Of course, since it is
made the subject of legislation, it is quite
-right that every member of the House should
express an opinion on the subject.

Mr. Sleeman: But outside the House peo-
ple say that Fremantle shall riot have it.
There was one on the deputation who came
from outside Fremantle.

Mr. Hughes: Will this increase the cost
of living to the workers, of the port?

The PREMIER: Of course. Mly opinion
is that the metropolitan area is overd one
with galloping and trotting races. Nll that
thle member for Fremantle wants is to get
trotting for Fremantle. Miy amendment will
give him that, while it will prevent an in-
crease in the total number of meetings held
in the metropolitan area. Taking advantage
of ai section of the Act, the trotting assoc-
iation have refused the people of Fremantle
the trotting they desire. The clear intention
of Parliament when it gave the trotting as-
sociation the sole right to issue licenses was
that the power should he exercised in a ream-
on able way as specified in the Act. The
n-sociation, however, have exercised their
power in an unreasonable way in that they
have monopolised all the meetings. They
have altered the wording from thirty-five
miles to three miles from the Perth Town
HAIL Because of that, and of the desire
Of the Fremantle people, we are asked to
endorse the attitude of the trotting associa-
tion, this autocratic body, ini refusing to give
lienses. We are asked to say, "Very well,
Sir, if you exercise your power in this way,
we are very sorry, hut we will meet you hy

1129



10I A\SS6ENMB L YI

exicLudiug the number of mneetings and giv-
ing you 12 more." Is that the attitude we
are to adopt? Thle great majority of miem-
hers. of this House, if they speak their mind&
honestly, will say we bave more than sullie-
ient galloping and trotting in thle metro-
politan area to-day. 1 do not wish to make
any attack upon trottintr: I like all kinds
of sport, including horse racing and trot-
ting, just as well as doces anyone else, but
I hope 1 am not blind to the evils following
in the wake of over-indulgence in this kind
of sport, though I should not say sport;
it is gambling; it is admitted to be purely
a business and a kind of business that can
be carried on to the detriment of the pea-
pie. Rather titan increase it-and exten-
sian of the number of days would result in
an increase in the number. of horses, trainers
and others who live by following racing-
we should do better if we encouraged the
production of wealth in the country rather
than the diverting of wealth fromn its right-
ful and natural channel. 31v amendment
will meet the objection of every member who
believes Fremnantle has a right to meetings,
and who will say that 23 meetings a year,
rouighly one a fortnight, are not sufficient
for Perth? Galloping meetings are held
in the metropolitan area once a week, and
on top of that who will say that a
visit to a trotting meeting onice a
fortnight is not quite sufficient, with
12 other meetings offering at Fremantle for
those who like to pay their expenses
thither? As Fremnantle people have been
patronising the Perth meetings for a nunri-
her of years, here is an opportuinity for the
people of Perth to reciprocate. The reduc-
tion in the number of meetings in Perth
will have the effect of inducing people to
gu to Fremantle so that Fremantle will
Plnjoy infinitely larger attendances. Thera
-ire other aspects of trotting upon which
*,iu need not enter. I agrTee that any kind
of rela~atiOu mniz-h be described as foolish.
131,1 if this be a weaknes.-, it is somethinig
inherenit in the race. At the same timle it
is the clear duty of those charged xuitli
making the laws of the country to see that
undue facilities are not provided for over-
indiulgence.- We should not make it the
blisiness of the nation to follow this sort
of thing, rathber than undirtake the thing,-s
that really affect the well-being of the
coutfry. Tt is no argument to contend that,
because people desire certain things they
ouw ht to get lbemn. Provide opportunities

tor all formns of gamblinig, or even of vices
greater than gambling, and people will in-
dulge in them. The opportunity to do
wrong often means wrong done, and there
is no one who call conscientiously say that
the people of the metropolitan area are not
mtore than adequately catered for in the
way of horse racing. Taking trottiaig and
horse racing together, there are meeting-;
twice a week. Here. we have trottingv con-
ducted under the huire and 2l]are tit electrit;
lighit, which t. understand tioca not take
place n'ywhere else. In this respect trot-
ting has features not a pplicabLe) to 0Ce
grallops. Even the stewvards mar not be
s3o tar sighted i nighLdt is inl the dat time,
arid so trotti ig has an attrac-tion that is
not good. It is not right to place undue
facilities in the way of a Drgc niniler of
our women21folk to inldule inl g-amblina. A
intch greater percentage tof womien attend.
trotting than other race mneetings. I ask
tile House to support the amendment and
to declare that Fremantle shall have its
12 meetings, but that there shall be no
increase in the total numtber in the metro-
politan area, as was intended by the Act
of 1917.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON : I can quite
understand the attitude of the Premier,
which is consistent with his defeat onl the
second reading. He is definitely' opposed to
the Bill, and this is a second-barrelled
attempt to defeat the Bill. If the amend-
ment is accepted it will kill the Bill. The
Premier conveyed a wrong impression re-
gar-ding the 35 miles radius. That was
inserted in the Act, not to give the trotting
association control, hut to limit the associa-
tion.

The Premier: The wording of the section
is very clear.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON :Suppose the
trotting association were capable of doingz
what the Premier says they' are doing-
viewing the position from if three miles
radiuts-they would do it like a shot. Buit
thmey cannot do that, because Parliament
denied them the Tight to do it so that there
should be not more than 40) meetings within
q35 miles of Perth.

The Premier: Your interpretation is not
borne out by the wording of the section.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: My' interpreta-
tion is correct. The 35 miles provision was
inserted to prevent the association from
having an), more trotting in the metro-
politan area.
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The Premier: hlow could it on the word-
ing of the section?1

flon. W. D. 3011W SON: Suppose tue Act
stipulated 12 miles, outside of that radins
there could have been a trotting meeting.
Itfive miles had been stipulated, Freman tle
could have gone ahead and defied everyone.
By making the radius 35 miles, meetings
were prohibited at Fremantle.

The Premier: But it was never intended
that the association should exercise this
power and refuse other meetings within the
.5 miles.

Hlon. W. D. JOHNSON: Unquiestionably
it was intended.

'rhe Premier: The Act says they may
g~rant licenses.

lion. W. D. JOHLNSON: Undoubtedly it
does, but the 3.5 miles provision was in-
serted to restrict the numb:er of mneetings
within, that radius to 40.

The Premier: That is so, but not neces-
sarily to the one place.

li1on. W. D.t JOHNSON: That is another
point. What;, the measure was introduced,
no provision was made for trotting meet-
ings, although the trotting association re-
ceived recognition as the controlling body.
The Premier knows that that Act represents
one of the most extraordinary things Par-
liament ever did. An attempt was made to
bludgeon the measure through, and only by
our adopting stonewalling tactics did we
succeed in getting anything like justice for
the trotting association. My object was to
coinpel the Government of the day to dis-
close all the circumstances.

The Premier: Does the hon. member be-
lieve that this power was to be exercised
so that only Perth could have trottihg dates?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Bill as
originally introduced made no provision for
any trotting meeting. We movced for 52
meetings. Had we got what this Bill gives
us that number of meetings would have been
distributed throughout the metropolitan
area, but the number was deliberately
limited so that Perth should get what it
wanted.

Mr. Clydesdale: What became of the
dates that were ranted to Midland Junc-
tion?

Ron. W. D. JO1HNSON: It. was not
granted any dates. My object was to get
the distribution of the racing dates in pro-
portion to the races that were being held.
It is no use the Premier salving there was

;'iiythiug in [lie bill or the debate indicating
that Perth was to distribute Its racing dates
between Midland Junction and Fremantle.

The Premier: Nor was there anything to
say that the trotting association should have
the right to refuse any dates to Fremantle.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: No obligation
was cast upon Perth to give dates to Fre-
mantle. When the Fremantle and Midland
Junction dates were cut out the number of
racing dates was limited to Perth.

The Premier: Do you say that Parliament
stated that Fremantle was not to have rac-
ing dates?

I'lon. AV. D. JOHNSON: That is what
happened.

The Premier-. It would be a nice thing
for Parliament to make provision for Perth
only.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I wish the
Premier were as enthusiastic ahoot the non-
proprietary club as he is about the pro-
prietary club.

The Premier: We are not dealing with
proprietary clubs. If the hon. member
would bring down a Bill to deal with them
T would he just as enthusiastic about them
as he could desire.

Hlon. W. D. JOHNSON: The evil to-day
in regard to racing is the proprietary in-
terests.

Mr. Hughes: On a point of order! Is
the hon. member entitled to introduce pro-
prietary clubs in connection with this Bill?

The CHAIRMAN: We are not dealing
with proprietary dlubs.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is another
means by which we can reduce the amount
of racing than by interfering with non-
prietary clubs of this description.

Mr. Hughes: It is not a non-proprietary
dlub.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is, and it is
serving a useful purpose that is very popu-
lar amongst the people.

The Premier: We are dealing -inly with
trotting. I will deal wi-th the others when
they come before the House.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: It is unjust
to use this Bill to rob Perth in order to give
something to Fremantle.

The Premier: Not to rob Perth.
Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: That would be

doing a rave injustice to Perth, The
Premier would hare a case if it were found
that the 40 meetings that are used in Perth
were not being patronised by the public,
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hut the accommodation at the trotting mneet-
jugs is utilised to its utmost. WAe know that
the public Can support 40 meetings, and this
shows that we arc not over-supplied in
Perth. I am sure the member for Fre-
mantle would drop the Bill if this were in-
serted.

The Premier: He would not be sincere
in his desire to give trotting meetings to
Fremantle if he did so.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON1\: It would be a
rotten way to get them. I would not like
to be associated with anything of that sort.
He wants additional dates for Fremantle
but wants them in a straightforward man-
ner and does not want to get them by rob-
bing Perth.

The Premier: But if the Committee says
it would be a fair thing to do this?

Hion. W. D3. JOHNSON: I should he sorry
it the Committee did say so.

The Premier: I shall be sorry if they do
not.

H-on. W, D3. JOHNSON: I should be still
more sorry if the member for Fremantle ac-
cepted it. It would be wrong to say that
w~hen a Bill is introduced for the purpose of
granting consideration to one Centre it should
he deliberately amended so that that Centre
should get certain racing dates at the expense
of another.

The Premier: Which could well afford to
do without them.

Hon. W. 13. JOHNSON: That is not so.
They cannot afford to do without them.

The Premier: They have made profits that
huqve enabled them to spend £6100,000 on their
ground.

lHon. W. D). JOHNSON: That only serves
to show how great the pnblic patronage baa
been.

The Premier: It shows that they can live
with fewer racing dates.

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: It is not a ques-
tion whether the Trotting Association can
live, hut whether the public require these
trotting meetings. We can judge only by
the patronage accorded to them.

The Premier: The patronage is made up
by people of Fremantle who have to come
up to attend these meetings. This amend-
went will allow them to go to their own
meetings.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They may come
from the country and other parts of the
State.

The Premier: And Fremantle.

lHon. W. 13. JOHNSON: The accommo-
dation is taxed to its utmost. To reduce the
number of racing dates would be to do a
grave injustice to the people who patronise
thle sport.

Mr. LAMBERT: I can hardly see how
the member fur Guildford can contend that
w-der the 1917 Act it was intended that the
Trotling Association should have all the
dales for their own ground. There is not
a word in the Act thatwould convey such an
impression, and not one section of it gives
the Turf Club the right to allocate certain
dates. At tie time the Racing Restriction
Act was passed it was the idea of Parlia-
ment that where applications were made
from any centre they should be granted. At

that time the main desire was to get a certain
number of dates, including five for Midland
Junction. It xvas never intended that the
Trotting Association should have the whole
of the dates provided by the parent Act. I
agree wvith the Premier that there is enough
racing now within 35 miles of the metropoli-
tan area. Certainly we should not have
additional race meetings. If the Hill
becomes law subject to the last amend-
ment, what is to stop the member for
Guildford from introducing legislation to
give Midland Jonction 12 meetings? And
similarly as regards other centres accord-
ing to their populations. So the curse

of racing will extend indefinitely. I
hope Parliament will not stultify itself by
increasing the evil. The member for Canning
has admitted that racing is simply a busi
ness. I would extend the utmost facilities to
non-proprietary clubs, which do much good
by direct giving to deserving Charities. It is
all very well for the member for Canning to
say that his Club gave £C2,500 last year.
Under the Act it is mandatory on the
clubs to hold so many charity meetings
annually.

Mir. Clydesdale: No.

The CHAIRMAN: We are getting away
from the clause.

Mr. LAANBERT: It is competent to hold
so many charity meetings per year. I have
much pleasure in supportinge the Premier's
amendment, but shall endleavour to ensure
that a referendum of the people diretly in-
tarested shall be taken hefore racing- is ex-
tended to any centre. Trt-lti'v' n -iv lloping
meetings should not be foisted oin an un-
willing community. Howreer . T" not pre-
pared to go as far n' t- fle ni'- "-nnared
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to go0, before 1 test the feeli
Chamber in regard to the
referendums.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.46

lepilanti'e Rolscn
Thursday, 1st October, .1

BWi: labour Exchagci 2L, Corn.

The SPEAKER took the
l.ue., and read pra~rers.

Ch

BILLr-LABOUR EXOHA

M1essage.

Mfessagec from the Governorr
read recommending appropristi
purpose of the Bill.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 29th SepI

MRt. DAVY (West Perth) [4
some difficulty in the short time
seeing just where this Bill is g
ut.. It is very easy to establish a
of this kind; it is not so easy
where it will take -us to. I feel
man faced with the next move ii
chess. Even the most skilful c
sometimes will deliberate for
before making the next mov
irig all thle time the van
bilities of the game. So
sidering- a new piece of legi~
as this, it appears to me or
hlave, not two hours, but some we
to reflect upon it. However, I
were all most interested in thea
by the Minister for Works on
preceded this one and which is

og of the vant with this Bill, when he described to us
taking of the work of the International Labour Office

aid the relationship of this country and
other countries to that office. However, if I
have drawn the right impression from him If
must join issue with him if he suggests we

p.m. arc under any obligation to adopt the draft
convention by the International Labour
Office. Our obligation ceases with presenting
to the competent authority that draft convert-
tion for acceptance or rejection. That ap-
pears quite plain from the words of the
Treaty of Peace and the instrulments creating
this International Labour Office. It could
not he otherwise. 1 dto not believe the people
of this country would for a moment agree
that they xvere to feel themselves trammelled
in any way as to whether or not they adopted

925.or rejected any prt-icular piece of legisla-
tion. It would he asking far too much that
we, the elected of the people, should give

PAD a"way any' of our powver to make our laws in
.. .. 1138 ourz own way. Certainly we should be negli-

gent of our duty if we did not give the great-
Cr1 possible consideration to the proposals of

air a 4.30 the International Labour Office. But there,
air at4.30 I urge, our duty ceases, This House is en-

titled to consider this measure, and any of
the other measures that spring out of the
draft conventions, with a feeling of absolute

NGES. freedJom to take it or leave it. So we are
entitled to feel that our duty will be pro-

eceived and perty fulfilled if we consider very carefully
on for thle before rejecting the propositions put to us.

It would appear pretty obvious that insofar
as our duty consists of submitting the draft
conventions to the competent authorities-
which in Australia are the various State

temher. Parlianments, or the Federal Parliament-we
U41 I find arc defaulters; because although many of the
available in draft conventions have been passed for some
in.- to lead years, yet this is the first occasion in this

a innlovation State upon which they have been submitted
to see just to the competent authority. I should imagine

rather like a that one explanation of that is that we in
a a game of Australia all have a feeling that we are not
hess players nearly so much in need of improvement in

two hours matters of this kind as are other parts or
rconsider- the world;- and in view of the fact that the

tons possi- object of the International Labour Office is
when con- to obtain uniformity of Labour condfitions
station such throughout the world, we feel that perhaps
e ought to we need not worry, at all events until somne
eks in which ofT the backward counties catch up. However,
am sure we that may he, it is quite obvious that it is our
ddress given duty' , when these conventions are passed, go
the Bill that submit them to the Parliaments of the vaneo-
equally rele- o us States of Australia I am in accord with
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